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Student fights for h 


@ Denise Leonard’s battle 
with banking system 
continues in Haverhill 


By DANNY GOODWIN 
Editor 


se NECC student’s fight with the 

American bureaucracy continues 

eight years after being swindled out 

of her home by ComFed Savings Bank of 

Lowell. Now she is fighting to keep living in 

the two-family Haverhill home she shares 
with her parents on Brockton Avenue. 

Denise Leonard, 17 Brockton Ave., said 
First Nationwide Mortgage tried to illegally 
auction her home earlier this month, but 
because they had not given her notice, it 
looks like she will be spared until the new 
year. 

“The American dream has become the 
American nightmare,” Leonard said. “The 
laws were written to protect us, but they 
don’t. They’re designed to protect the rich.” 

She said she is worried about anyone in 
the future who tries to buy a home if the 
system is as corrupt as it is now. 

“So many people don’t know what they’re 
signing,” she said. “We don’t go to law 
school. You figure you take out a mortgage 
and you'll pay it off in 30 years. But to 
banks, you are not a name or a number, 
you re just a commodity they can buy and 
sell.” 

She said any bank can legally sell any 
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mortgage to any mortgage company any 
time. Leonard said two years ago she fell 
victim to this and was never told her mort- 
gage was sold, which, according to the 
Federal Trade Commision bureau of con- 
sumer protection office of consumer and 
business education, is required by Taw.’ 

= Also in 1996 when she was a bus driver 


for the Merrimack Valley Regional Transit 


Authority, she was injured on the job. She 
said several doctors verified two discs in her 
back are herniated, and she still sees a 
neurologist today. 

First Nationwide refused to accept a few 
payments which she could not make on 
time because she did not receive any injury 
compensation from her company. She was 
forced into Chapter 13 bankruptcy and was 
forced to pay back $297 a month while 
making $382 on disability. 

Last month, Nationwide Bank claimed 
Leonard had not made mortgage payments 
for two years, but she sent all her checks by 
certified mail, which requires a signature, 
and kept all her cashed checks. 

First Nationwide now says she owes an 
additional $8,000 in late fees in addition to 
the $20,000 she already owes. She said the 
company bought her mortgage, which was 
fraudulent because of ComFed, in the first 
place, and she should not be penalized for 
ite 

Leonard said what the government can 
do is awful, and it is almost like people with 
a mortgage are janitors for the bank. 

“Tt was all within the legal system. It’s 

See STUDENT, Page 7 


New student trustee 
aims to better his life 


@ He’s been all over the 
world, but NECC has 
most to offer 


By RIAN MCFADDEN 
Staff Reporter 


I’ve seen five people shot, a couple 
people stabbed. It was crazy. It was 
rough.” 
This was the environment in which stu- 
dent trustee James Horton lived as a child. 
Horton, 30, grew up in Detroit in a 


hostile neighborhood. 
He was raised mainly 
by his mother who he 
said was a good foun- 
dation and instilled in 
him good values. 
Horton did not see 
his father much. His 


; father worked two full- 

File photo time jobs to support the 
JAMES HOR- family. 

TON, trustee. Horton attended lo- 

cal schools and excelled 


in sports. He set records in track and, as 
See STUDENT, Page 7 
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Singles looking 
for love in 
cyberspace 


® Gay/Straight alliance 
donates $725 to those 
hurt by Hurricane Mitch 
in Honduras 


n NECC student group has raised 
Az to help the people of Hon- 
uras deal with the devastation 

caused by Hurricane Mitch. 

The college’s Gay/Straight Alliance 
raised $725 which will be used by the 
American Red Cross to meet the needs of 
some of the half million people who are 
now homeless as a result of Hurricane 
Mitch. 

“Our students were deeply affected by 
the plight of the Honduran people,” said 
Frank DeSarro, group adviser. “We wanted 
to help them in their time of need.” 


Features 


River City: good 
place for students 
to shoot pool, eat 


File photo 
GENEROUS DONATION: Student Yasmin Salazar presents a check to Robert 
Hatem, assistant to the president and cha:rman of the Merimack Valley Chapter 
of the American Red Cross, as faculty member Frank DeSarro looks on. Members 
of the Gay/Straight Alliance helped raise money for hurricane victims in 
Honduras. 


Students raise money 
for hurricane victims 


Students raised the money througha 
raffle. 

Hurricane Mitch struck Nov. 6 in 
Central America, particularly in Hondu- 
ras. 

About 14,000 people were killed and 
12,000 are missing, according to Ameri- 
can Red Cross statistics. 

Students presented the check to Rob- 
ert Hatem, chairman of the Merrimack 
Valley Red Cross, and assistant to the 
NECC president. 

The check will provide basic necessi- 
ties for people who are struggling in 
Honduras. 

He said he appreciated the students’ 
generosity. 

The college is currently exploring the 
possibility of sending a group of faculty, 
staff and students to Honduras in the 
spring to help rebuild the country. 
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Forget lawyers, 
try some honesty 


@ President has one 
last chance to rescue 
himself 


he nearly unthinkable 

has finally happened. 

President William 
Jefferson Clinton’s name will 
forever be linked with Richard 
Nixon and Andrew Johnson. 

The House Judiciary Com- 
mittee, in a contemptibly par- 
tisan vote, approved four ar- 
ticles of impeachment against 
Clinton. 

It is important to remember 
that these are only allegations. 
The Senate has the responsibil- 
ity to vote on actual impeach- 
ment. 

But every future story about 
this president will begin with 
the words “Impeached former 
president Bill Clinton .. .” 

The president has no one 
but his lawyers to blame for 
this nadir in his life. 

He found himself in a hole 
he could have climbed out of, 
but on the advice of his coun- 
sel he just kept digging. 

Clinton has stalled at every 


possible juncture in the pro- 
ceedings. 

He tried it one more time 
in his response to the 81 ques- 
tions presented by the Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

It was enough to drive wa- 
vering Republicans back into 
Tom DeLay’s fold. 

The president’s lawyers were 
reluctant to allow him to ad- 
mit to perjury for fear he might 
face indictment and sentenc- 
ing after leaving office. 

Bad advice. The spectre of 
an American president (even a 
former one) in jail is unthink- 
able for all but the most rabid 
Clinton haters. 

The entire scandal has con- 
sumed Washington for nearly 
a year, and now threatens to 
paralyze the country. 

It’s not too late, President 
Clinton: Throw out the law- 
yers and admit to what every- 
one already knows. 

The country is sick of both 
the spectacle and the disgrace- 
ful participants. 


Student wants night activities 


To the editor: 

The board which is lit up in 
front of the Haverhill campus is 
noticeable in the evenings, mak- 
ing me aware of the number of 
activities held in the early after- 
noon. 

It would be great if some of 
those activities were available to 
the evening students. I work full- 
time in the day and attend school 
full-time at night. 

I would love to have the oppor- 
tunity to become involved with 
these activities. Right now my only 
relationship with NECC is my 
classes. 

Enabling the evening students 


to get involved would boost mo- 
rale. Whether it was being able to 
join a club or get involved with 
holiday festivities, it would make 
a difference. 

I know the students who at- 
tend classes in Newburyport are 
unaware of even the bulletin board 
postings. 

Maybe a monthly newsletter 
should be mailed out to those 
students or their professors could 
bring the newsletters to them. 

Other than the above, I enjoy 
being backin school after 25 years. 

Donna Murphy 
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What are your plans for 
semester break? 


Claudia Contreros, nursing 


“Stay home, watch TV and don’t 


work at all.” 


Jeremy Grimaldi, liberal arts 


“Skiing, definitely. Working, too” 


Julia Helbich, general studies 
“Fly home to Germany and visit 
my family and all my friends.” 


Johanna Choina photos 


Jeffery Jones, computer science 

“T still don’t know. Go skiing or 
just stay in a cabin, but I will still 
be working.” 


Manuel Lara, graphic design 
“Work and maybe go to the moun- 
tains or to a cabin. I don’t ski.” 


Big Daddy Cool, business/market- 
ing 

“Practice basketball, study a bit. I 
mostly hang out with the guys 
from the basketball team.” 


——- > 
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Up close and personal with Santa Claus 


@ Interview with the 
bearded man is highlight 
of columnist’s career 


coffee hangout, located on the first 
floor of the Spurk Building. 

TIME: Last Tuesday. Or was it Friday? 
Not that it really matters. 

At the door I greet a jolly-looking, big- 
boned man wearing a rumpled red and 
white suit with a fresh milk stain on his 
shirt, and cookie crumbs stuck between his 
white whiskers. We grab a table and settle 
down for cookies, milk and some heavy 
discourse. 

ME: Before we begin, I want to let you 
know thatI am a serious journalist who has 
interviewed numerous world leaders, rock 
stars, and NECC students who relish seeing 
their name in print. But interviewing you, 
Mr. Claus, is the pinnacle of my career. 

Iam honored to interview the man who 
gave me my first and last Barbie’s play- 
house. The gift was intended for my sister, 
Mary, but a typo on the tag resulted in “To 
Mark, From Santa.” 

Iam just tickled red and green to meet 
you, Mr. Claus. Or may I call you Santa? I 
know you are a man of many monikers, — 
Kris Kringle, the artist formerly known as 
Saint Nick, the Big Creep. Which do you 
prefer, big guy? 

SANTA: (speaking with a mouth full of 
gingerbread men) Call me Santa. Ho, Ho, 
Ho, Merrrrrry Christmasssss! Have you been 
a good boy this year? 

ME: (sounding Clintonesque) What is 
the legal definition of “good,” Santa? 

SANTA: Good question. How about, have 
you been naughty or nice this year? 

ME: (slightly peeved, for I’m supposed to 
be asking him questions) Here’s the low 
down, Santa. At my age there are two words 
I associate with Christmas: socks and un- 
derwear. 

Whether I’m as nice as Mother Theresa 
or as naughty as Mike Tyson, the only two 
gifts coming my way Christmas morning 
are socks and underwear. Period. 

SANTA: (shoveling more gingerbread 
men into his mouth, and gulping his third 
glass of milk) Ho, Ho, Ho, Merrrrry 


S CENE: Jitters, the ultra hip, oh-so-chic 


Christmassssss! 

ME: Santa, there are no little brats, I 
mean, kids around, so ifyou could knock off 
the Ho, Ho, Ho-shtick, we can begin our 
interview. 

SANTA: (coughing incessantly) Cough, 
cough, cough. 

ME: (patting Santa on the back, ready to 
administer the Heimlich maneuver) Santa, 
Santa, are you OK? Did you choke on a 
gingerbread man? 

SANTA: Cough, cough, cough. 

ME: (concerned) That sounds like a nasty 
smoker’s hack. 

SANTA: (muttering under his breath 
something sounding like “inconsiderate 
buttheads.”) 

The darn secondhand smoke is killing 
me. Trekking through the cloudy haze of 
(expletive) smoke in the Spurk lobby was 
like walking through the middle of a darn 
Marlboro Man convention. Cough, cough, 
cough. 

ME: l apologize, Santa, for the (expletive) 
inconsiderate buttheads (offering Santa a 
candy cane). Suck on the candy cane, Santa, 
and we'll begin our interview. 

Most readers have never ventured to the 
North Pole. Come to think ofit most readers 
have journeyed only as far north as Plaistow, 
N.H., hence we have limited knowledge of 
your homeland. 

Based on television Christmas specials, 
it appears to be cold and snowy. A swell 
place for drinking vodka, getting depressed 
and raising a family, if you are a penguin. 
Could you shed some light on life on the 
North Pole? 

SANTA: We don’t have a Wal-Mart at the 
North Pole. 

ME: Like another certain high-powered 
male, we won’t mention names since this is 
a family publication, legend has it you’ve 
been known to sneak a kiss from a soccer 
mommy or two, under the mistletoe. 

In these volatile times of sexual harass- 
ment, are you concerned about possible law 
suits being brought against you? 

SANTA: (extremely jolly) Ho, ho, ho! 
Whoops (not as jolly). No, no, no! 

ME: Santa, you are one of those larger- 
than-life figures (no pun intended) who 
transcend all. Possibly even larger, literally, 
than the peanut-butter-and-bacon-sand- 
wich-bloated Elvis at the time of his death. 
You are without a doubt, next to Monica 
Lewinsky, the most recognizable person in 
the world. 

Yet, you possess extreme girth. A56-inch 
waist. You are fat, Santa. Downright obese. 
You are not alone though. Halfthe people in 
this country are as fat as Linda Tripp... 

SANTA: (obviously annoyed at my long- 
windedness) Cut to the chase. Ask the ques- 
tion! 

ME: My question is this: do you feel, as a 


high profile fat man/role model, that you 
bear some responsibility for this nation’s 
obesity problem? 

SANTA: No. The red suit makes me look 
fatter than | really am. 

ME: What were you thinking when you 
named that poor innocent baby reindeer 
“Donder”? Had you been drinking the adult 
version extra strength eggnog? Why not a 
normal run of the mill name like “Donna,” 
or “Danny” or even “Dipsey”? 

SANTA: (rolling up his sleeves and sound- 
ing disgusted) Well that’s a long story. I'll 
give you the Cliff Notes version because | 
am starting to tire of this conversation. 

One morning, Mrs. Claus and I were 
sitting down for breakfast, like any typical 
married couple. The radio was blaring in 
the background, I was reading the sports 
page, and the Mrs. was trying to talk to me. 

“What should we name the new rein- 
deer?” she asked. 

“Huh?” I asked obliviously, looking up 
from the sports page. “Please pass me a 
donut.” 


“Huh. What should we name the new 
reindeer?” she shrieked with her high- 
pitched voice. 

“Please pass me the donut, over yonder,” 
I pleaded, pointing to the glazed cruller. 

“Donder?” she asked. 

“Yes, pass me the donut over yonder,” I 
said. 

“So you really want to name the new 
reindeer ‘Donder’?” she asked. 

Anyway, fed up with the ongoing Abbott 
and Costello routine, I sauntered over to 
the donut box, grabbed the cruller and 
wolfed it down. Next day at breakfast she 
tells me we named the new reindeer 
“Donder.” Go figure. 

ME: Wow, that’s a fascinating story, 
Santa. 

SANTA: (standing up, glancing at his 
watch like he’s ready to leave) I am doing 
Oprah at 4, gotta get a move on. 

ME: Would you like to offer some Christ- 
mas cheer to all those at NECC? 

SANTA: Um, well, no. But I will sell a 
Furby for $500 to anyone who needs one. 


Senators reply to letter about MassPIRG fees 


To the editor: 

We, the student senate, after scrutiniz- 
ing the editorial comments of the bursar’s 
office (via Josh Rutstein), are compelled to 
respond to Mr. Rutstein’s letter to the edi- 
tor in the Nov. 18 issue of the NECC Ob- 
server. 

According to our constitution, it is our 
obligation to the student body to clarify this 
student rights issue. Therefore, we will not 
miss this opportunity to address the issues 
raised in his letter. 

We understand most of this letter con- 
sists of Mr. Rutstein’s personal opinion, but 
there are some facts he simply misunder- 
stands: a 


1. “As for the ability to waive the 
MassPIRG fee, the bursar staff is not a sales 
office. We don’t advocate one thing or 
another, we just collect the money.” 

The students have the right to assess 
themselves a fee. The bursar’s staffis legally 
required to collect this money from the 
students and put it toward the organiza- 
tion of the student’s choice. 

2. When referring to MASSPIRG, he said 
the organization “will staff a desk outside 
the bursar’s office, to encourage students 
to pay the voluntary fee.” 

To clarify one of Mr. Rutstein’s misun- 
derstandings, MassPIRG is not a voluntary 
fee, it is a waivable fee. The students at 


NECC, by acceptance of a referendum vote, 
have elected to assess themselves a waivable 
fee. 

According to Mark Andrews, vice presi- 
dent of administration, the law states “Pre- 
ceding each waivable fee shall be a state- 
ment in bold print stating that if the stu- 
dent does not want to contribute to the 
following nonpartisan organization, amark 
must be placed in the respective box. If the 
student does want to contribute, said box 
should not be marked.” Volunteerism is 
clearly not the issue. 

3. “Most (students) do not want to hear 
about a charge they are not required to 


pay.” 


Mr. Rutstein is obviously wrong. The 
students have a vested interest in a waivable 
fee that they have assessed themselves. 

As one example, the students of the 
NECC MassPIRG chapter would have loved 
to have been given the option to pay the 
waivable fee. They have gone through the 
proper procedures detailed in the Student 
Government Association bylaws. 

Holding a referendum vote was the 
proper procedure. It was then approved by 
the student senate, the executive commit- 
tee of the Student Government Association, 
to have a waivable fee. 

Arthur J. Lafave Jr. and Juan Carlos Lopez, 
student senators 
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@ Haverhill campus 
already needs a spring 


cleaning 


dirty secret hides behind the doors 

on campus — the halls of academia 

are filthy. The classrooms are not 
much better. 

President David Hartleb and his staff 
have made increased enrollment a top pri- 
ority and they expend major efforts to 
achieve that goal. 

Perhaps they should take a tour of our 
college and see the campus through the 
eyes of a prospective student. 

In the interest of fairness we'll take our 
tour at 8 am. on a Monday, when the 
cleaning staff has presumably had the best 
opportunity to sweep, dust, polish and mop. 

We begin at the west entrance to the 
student center. Here, as at the entrances to 
every other bui'ding on campus, the glass 
in the doors aiid sidelights is covered with 


fingerprints and a film of grime. If there is 
a schedule for the use of Windex, it is not 
clear what it is. 

The furniture in the center is reasonably 
new, and the upholstered chairs are clean. 
But the tables between the chairs are cov- 
ered with coffee and soda stains. 

The metal tables are similarly coated 
with these sticky reminders of someone 
else’s refreshments. 

We head upstairs to the cafeteria. Yuck! 
The space between the handrail and the 
half-wall in the stairway is full of dust balls 
and cobwebs. And some cretin has left a 
wad of chewing gum on top of the wall. 
Anyone want to stop for a sandwich? 

Fortunately the sun is shining today so 
we don’t have to worry about the water 
which tends to drip from the skylights in 
the cafeteria when it’s raining. 

On to the library. The campus center- 
piece should be a showcase to present to 
our prospective students, right? Well, not 
quite. 

The carpeting in the library is disgust- 
ing. Large stains cover much of it, but in 
fairness to the cleaning staff the carpet is so 
threadbare that no amount of shampoo 
would be likely to have an effect on it. 

The carpet on the first floor at least 
appears to have been vacuumed; upstairs 
it’s a different story. At 8:30 a.m., scraps of 
paper, string and lint are clearly in evidence 
between the stacks. And the study units and 
tables are covered with a layer of dust. 


To all of our Friends at 


Northern Essex Community College... 


HAVE A WONDERFUL 


HOLIDAY SEASON 
o 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


LINGERING EVIDENCE: This collection of string, feathers and twigs from an 
abandoned bird nest has graced the window ledge in the west foyer of B for several 


months. Rie 
Let’s head over to B and E buildings. On 


the inside window ledge at the entrance to 
B, between the train sculpture and the 
glass, the remains ofa bird’s nest have been 
on display for several months. 

Perhaps it’s part of an ornithology ex- 
hibit. At least the nest itself was finally 
removed. 

Just inside the north entrance to E on 
the first level, there’s a 
cigarette butt on the floor 
outside of B-104. The hall- 
ways on all three levels 
have clearly visible cof- 
fee stains, some right in 
the middle of the floor. 

The worst problem in 
E is not the fault of the 
cleaning staff. The east 
entrance from the quad- 
rangle, at ground level, 
has a serious water leak. 

The water has leached 
the lime out of the con- 
crete in the ceiling and 
etched the floor beneath 
with huge stains. Rust 
stains and flaking paint 
mar the ceiling. It’s nota 
pretty picture. 

At the south entrance 
to E, the mud mat inside 
the door contains more 
cigarette butts than the 
ashtray outside, along 
with rubber bands and 
scraps of paper. 

Back in B, we find an- 
other pile of dirt com- 
mon to every stairway 
on campus. As you climb 
from the second to the 
third floor, an impres- 
sive layer of dust balls 
rises nearly two inches 
high on the floor behind 
the third floor railing. No 
attempt has been made 
to clean these spaces in 
months. 

Just inside the west 
entrance to B on the sec- 
ond level, an assortment 
of chairs have been 
stacked long enough to 
gather a patina of dust. 

The stairwell on the 
first floor has its own 
collection of stray desks. 
Is there no other place to 
store unused furniture? 

The areas outside B 


on both levels have been posted with “No 
Smoking” signs for some time. Apparently 
the cleaning staff believes this means there 
are no cigarette butts there. ‘ 

Au contraire! This morning I estimate 
that there are several hundred of them on 
the second level, nearly as many on the | 
first. 

Then there is the chewing gum. Dis- 
carded wads of gum cover every walkway 
on campus, and even the hallways and 
stairs are dotted with the blackened gobs. 

Dispirited but resolute, we press on to 
Spurk. The north entrance to the most 
heavily trafficked building on campus is a 
major disappointment. 

Several seating units are arranged around 
the foyer, but I would not recommend 
using them unless you’re wearing a full 
body condom. 

The furniture in the foyer in the east 
entrance is not just filthy; nearly all of the 
vinyl settees have at least one rip in the 
upholstery. 

Students use this common area to meet 
friends and talk between classes, but it’s 
hard to imagine anyone relishes the experi- 
ence; it’s bleak and dingy. 

The sunlight filtering through the water 
stained windows on this bright morning 
does little to relieve the sense of seediness 
and neglect. 

The much — touted “Smart Classrooms” 
are indeed wonderful examples of the pos- 
sibilities of technology. 

But the carpet in C-203 has proudly 
displayed several prominent stains since 
the beginning of the semester. 

Prospective students have no way of 
knowing the fine level of education they 
will receive at NECC. The talent and devo- 
tion of their instructors will only be discoy- 
ered after they have enrolled. 

They do have the right to expect their 
hallways and classrooms will be as clean as 
the average shopping mall. 

The college’s fiscal year 1999 budget 
contains an intriguing line item expense: 
$186,000 for contract cleaning services. That 
figure does not include the costs for state 
employees who have cleaning duties. It 
does not appear the condition of the cam- 
pus is due to a lack of money. 

Attracting new students is obviously 
vital to the school’s future. But if more 
energy was directed at making a semester 
at NECC an enjoyable experience for cur- 
rently enrolled students (and their instruc- 
tors) less might have to be expended at- 
tracting new ones. After all, “word-of- 
mouth” is the best advertising in the world. 

Or the worst. 
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ODserver editor tells and thanks all one last time 


® Overlooked stories from 
the police log can finally 
be revealed 


By DANNY GOODWIN 
Editor 


his is the end, my friends. The days of 
TL essin up the front page and news 

section with my words end along 
with my days at NECC. 

While some might use this opportunity 
to cry into the keyboard, I will try to keep 
that to a minimum as I can now reveal 
everything I never could before. 

We'll start in the “real” world ofjournal- 
ism. For the past year I have worked as an 
intern at the Haverhill bureau of The Eagle- 
Tribune writing the police log. 

During my time, two stories which will 
forever stand out in my mind were either 
accidentally forgotten about or cut out. The 
first comes from earlier this month, and 
here it is word for word as I would have 
submitted it: 

HAVERHILL — Two teen-age boys were 
arrested and charged with indecent assault 
and battery on a child for dropping their 
pants and passing gas in two girl’s faces 
during a party, police said. 

Sgt. Stephen M. Brighi said the charge 
was a bit of a stretch, but is technically 
indecent assault and battery. 


pants, their butts touched the girls faces 
and they farted,” he said. 

Police said the incident happened dur- 
ing a party attended by a group of 11 to 13 
year-olds. 

Now, I know this looks like a joke, but in 
the great words of one great adviser from 
Idaho, Iowa, Ohio or wherever, “I (expletive) 
you not.” This was a real story. 

The headline probably would have been: 
Mother puts up stink about gas incident. 

Also, sometime earlier this year, there 
was some type of incident at an apartment 
building between two men. The first guy 
was trying to kick in the second guy’s door. 
After banging on it for about five minutes 
and getting nowhere, things got quiet fora 
minute. 

By now police were on the way and a 
louder banging noise started, but abruptly 
stopped. When police arrived, they said 
they found a man coming out of the build- 
ing covered in white paint. 

Apparently the man picked up a gallon 
can of paint and started bashing it against 
the locked door (the building was being 
fixed up). On one of the swings, the lid 
opened up and the paint went all over the 
guy. 

Ah, crime. The only thing I’ve never 
figured out is why nearly every man who 
lives on Arlington Street has a restraining 
order against him. 

But the Observer was my true job, even 
though I didn’t get paid. | was amazed when 


I realized I have written nearly 100 articles 
for the Observer since I started coming to 
NECC in 1996. 

I met several talented people who made 
the time fly by once I became editor last 
year. 

“Jumping” Jack “Slack” Shirling: The 
guy who takes everyone under his wing, 
and one of the funniest guys I have ever 
met. Forget about it. If he wasn’t at the top 
of this list, he’d whack me out. 

Michael J. LaBella: “I can’t believe how 
much the administrators are paid,” he has 
said easily a hundred times. M.J. has moved 
on to bigger and better things at the 
Haverhill Gazette and I wish him the best. 
And whoever stole his Durutti Column CD 
from our newsroom, what were you think- 
ing? But the former “staff infection/star 
reporter” Kept us entertained with his ar- 
ticle about “Sadiq Aleak” last spring. 

Camille Ducey: We came up through the 
ranks together. Despite us never knowing 
what we were going to write for Impulse or 
news, we managed to snag a Pacemaker. | 
guess al] the time we spent in here editing, 
writing, complaining and delivering all the 
“frickin’” newspapers was worth it. And I'll 
miss her slaps to the back of my head the 
most. 

Josh Davidson: He pissed off several 
people on campus last year because of his 
“immature” opinion columns and general 
attitude, but what can I say about the guy. 
Josh was Josh, and I'll remember him for 


the rest of my life. He was a nightmare at 
times, especially to most of our staff, but he 
was a kid and not much different than me 
as much as | hate to admit it. 

Todd Hart: We had some great times in 
the newsroom. Beware of Big Todd’s jack- 
knife powerbomb, I know I will in the 
future. TH and DG are leaving the house. He 
is unpredictable. 

Mark “J.” Behan: The best investigative 
columnist in college print today. Mark is 
the man. Have fun lugging the 5,000 copies 
next semester. 

Yesenia Gil: There are just some people 
who hit it off from the start. It’s too bad we 
didn’t have more time together. Since you’ve 
been MIA for too long, I’ve left my e-mail 
address at the end, please use it. I’m beg- 
ging. 

Joseph T. LeBlanc: | hated the guy some 
days, but I can only say the same great 
things any talented people who have worked 
for him would say. He helped mold me into 
the writer I am today. As much as he hates 
to admit it, he is the reason why the Ob- 
server has won so many awards this decade. 
Good luck. 

Many thanks go out to the rest of the 
Observer staffers who gave all they could 
and made newspaper convention trips fun. 
Also, thanks to the great professors, stu- 
dents and college staff I’ve met along the 
way. It’s been great. 

Please send any comments or questions to 


“Allegedly, when the boys dropped their 


Danny Goodwin at dxgsyxx@yahoo.com 


‘Cheap’ instructors are not a good investment, teacher says 


+ Professor. see it 
suggests you don’t 

always get your 
-money’s: worth 


To the editor: 
How does it feel to know you 


_ are being educated by the “lowest 


paid instructors?” 

Do you brag about it to your 
friends and family? 

You identified the important 


outward symptoms of a high per- 


centage of part-time instructors 
in your Dec. 2 article. Let me throw 
more illumination on the subtle- 
ties. 

A college could be taught en- 
tirely by part-time instructors. 
They do bring many positives to 
the classroom. Some universities 
have entire programs and “col- 
leges” taught by part-time instruc- 
tors. 

_ Ive had students tell me they 
take courses at these colleges be- 
cause “the part-time instructors 
bring and infuse real world knowl- 
edge and problems into the class.” 
They also are often the most up- 
to-date. And many of them are 
good teachers in their own right. 

Consider why part-time instruc- 
tors teach: they enjoy it, they feel 
they are making a contribution, 
they need the money, they want 
the experience and exposure, they 
see it as a way to full time teach- 
ing, or they can’t do anything else. 

Why do part-time instructors 
quit? From what I have gathered 
in talking with many part-time 
and expert-time teachers they quit 
because: 

v They get tired of it. 

v It interferes with their real 


job. 

Y It does not pay enough to 
justify continuing to teach. 

The last reason is the biggest 
and most important. It does not 
pay. 

Part-time teaching is an expen- 
sive hobby! 

A maximum of about $2,150 
for a three-credit course works 
out to about $21 an hour for all the 
class, prep and other time involved. 
This does not include driving time 
for the many trips to meet each 
class session. Sounds like great 
money, though, to someone mak- 
ing near minimum wage. 

Consider a full-time teacher 
averaging $36,000 plus another 
$9,000 for benefits. 

They would make $5,625 for 
teaching the same class as a part- 
time instructor. More than 2 1/2 
times as much. 

Why the discrepancy? 

Because the Commonwealth 
knows they can pay almost noth- 
ing and people will teach; because 
the college can get away with it; 
and because the students don’t 
want to pay anymore. Sounds like 
a great deal for everyone. 

Why should the Common- 
wealth, college or students pay 
more? 

Maybe they shouldn't. But, con- 
sider this: If part-time instructors 
were paid on a par with full-time 
instructors would your education 
be better? Quite likely. 

Judging from what part-time 
instructors tell me, they would, 
they could afford to spend more 
time on campus with students. 
They could afford to put in even 
more effort to prepare, to be inno- 


-\ vative, and to be available. 


Many of them ‘do a fine job 


now, but the*economic truth ‘is 


many of them are coming from 
the business world where you get 
what you pay for. Everything has a 
value and many part time instruc- 
tors can not afford to give $5,000 
value for $2,150 of work. 

Many cannot afford or are not 
willing to put thousands of dollars 
and time into class preparation - 
yes, for some classes, like mine, 
classroom materials I need to pre- 
pare cost thousands of dollars. 

The college will pay for a mini- 
mal amount, but then the materi- 
als and in many subject areas the 
intellectual properties, belong to 
the college. I digress; this is an- 
other issue. 

Students in University College 
at Northeastern University know 
their instructors are working full- 
time in their field. They know, and 
accept, that as full-time profes- 
sionals their instructors will likely 
miss one class during the session 
because of professional responsi- 
bilities. 

The university knows and ac- 
cepts this also. Students often still 
attend class that night; they just 
work among themselves or other- 
wise use the facilities. 

Missing one instructional pe- 
riod is the trade off for being edu- 
cated by an up-to-date, working 
professional, And, receiving “real 
world” assignments. 

There are certainly several ex- 
cellent part-time teachers who stay 
for several years. But there are 
more who leave because it is not 
financially practical to stay. 

I have had self-employed part- 
time instructors tell me they are 
leaving because the pay just does 
not make up for what they are 


losing in their own business. 

Argue that teaching is a call- 
ing, a love, a way of bettering 
humanity. | have met many busi- 
ness people who quit teaching 
because they had bills to pay. 

Low pay does not attract and 
keep the best. 

There is a two out of three 
chance you are being taught by a 
part-time instructor. Are you get- 
ting your money’s worth? Are you 
being properly prepared to enter 
the real world? 

The community college system 
is a fabulous opportunity. The part- 
time instructor “advantage” is not 
limited to junior colleges. You will 
have the opportunity to be taught 
by part-time instructors in col- 
leges and universities. 


The money you spend for edu- 
cation is not an expense, it is an 
investment. 

If you invest wisely you will 
reap _the rewards for the rest of 
your life. 

“Cheap” instructors are not a 
good investment. If you want bet- 
ter education write Governor 
Cellucci, your state representatives 
and senators, President David 
Hartleb. Create a fuss. Pay more 
for your education. Others are. 

Otherwise I, and others, will 
most likely have the better jobs. 
The jobs you wanted. 

But, at least you can brag over 
low-priced beer how cheap your 
education was. 

Kim D. Pickard, 
photography instructor 


Radio station would help 
improve school spirit 


To the editor: 

In the last paper, there was an 
article urging that the campus 
radio go back on the air. 

I believe this would be an excel- 
lent idea. 

It might have people more ac- 
tive with the school. 

Also, it could possibly have 
more people attending the school 
for a radio degree. I would be 
interested if the school allowed 
the radio station back on the air. 

It would allow students to work 
together on many things. I believe 
the school will become one that 
students would have something 
to look forward to. 

I would be proud to say, “That 
is my schoolon the air.” I hope this 
letter to the editor will bring the 
radio station back. 


I know that I would join. I 
think some other people will join 
also. 


Angela Comeau 


by snail or 
~ email today 
_ for our next 
ee issue: | 
Jan: 27, 1999 
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Lawrence woman 
appointed as trustee 


alia” Diaz oF 

Lawrence has 
been appointed by 
Governor Paul Cellu- 
cci to the NECC Board 
of Trustees. 

Diaz is a market- 
ing/outreach special- 
ist for the Department 
of Training and De- 
velopment in 
Lawrence and the di- 
rector of Rumbo, a 
Hispanic newspaper 
distributed throughout the Merrimack Val- 
ley. 

She used to produce and host “De Todo 
Un Poco,” an Emmy Award winning pro- 
gram televised for many years by WLVI-TV 
in Boston. 

She has also worked as a media facilita- 
tor for the Lawrence Public School System, 
where she handled public relations, was a 
producer for Channel 48, the department’s 
television channel, and hosted the inter- 
view show “School Profiles.” 

Diaz was nominated for the position by 
President David Hartleb. 

“She is aremarkable person with bound- 
less energy who always extends a positive 
and supportive hand to everyone around 
her,” he said. “I am looking forward to her 
valuable contributions and know that the 
college will greatly benefit from her stew- 
ardship.” 

Diaz, who is quite active in the greater 
Merrimack Valley community, also serves 
on the Board of Directors for the Merrimack 
Valley YMCA and the Essex Art Center. 

She is amember of the Lawrence Mayor’s 
Advisory Council and serves as president 
for the Cuban Cultural Center. 


Learn and explore 
with travel program 


tudents who enjoy traveling, seeing fa- 

mous sites and improving their knowl- 
edge can take part in the Group Travel 
Program. The program is geared toward 
both this country and abroad. 

Planned overseas trips include: 

February: The Costa Del Sol of Spain. 

April: Ireland and Bermuda. 

May: France 

Offers within the United States include 
trips to Maine, Tanglewood and Southern 
California are also offered. 

Plans are also underway to tour China, 
England, Hawaii and Australia next fall. 

NECC tours are designed to combine 
focused academic studies with the adven- 
ture and excitement of different cultures, 
environments and economic settings. 

The college provides extensive study 
guides prior to departure and selects highly 
qualified tour leaders. 

Deposits are required to book trips. For 
more information, contact Bernice McPhee 
or Patricia Bird, in continuing education. 


Student activities 
club updates listed 


he Criminal Justice Club, with over 100 

students, is sponsoring a speaker series. 
The club will have a fire arms safety course 
and is sponsoring a rape defense course. 

The International Club is a new organi- 
zation that has recently been attending the 
meetings of other clubs for ideas. 

The Veterans Service Organization is 
looking for new members. The group is 
currently looking to fund a scholarship. 


File photo 
DALIA DIAZ 


@ Balloons, small plastic 
parts the most common 
dangers for younger 
children 


espite passage of the 1994 Child 
D Safety Protection Act, hazardous toys 

can still be found on toy store shelves 
across the country, according to a national 
toy safety survey released by the Massachu- 
setts Public Interest Research Group. 

The report said the number of toy haz- 
ards appear to be declining and several toys 
include tough new choke hazard warnings 
which will help prevent future deaths. Par- 
ents must remember the government does 
not test all toys, however. 

“Just because a toy appears on the shelf, 
or fails to appear on MassPIRG’s list, doesn’t 
mean it is safe,” said Tiffany Skogstrom, 
MassPIRG campus organizer. 

The annual “Trouble in Toyland” report 
lists 24 dangerous toys discovered during a 
survey of toy stores across the country. At 
least five toys violate the Consumer Prod- 
uct Safety Commissions small parts stan- 
dard designed to prevent choking deaths. 

PIRG says when purchasing toys for chil- 
dren, consumers should watch out for: 

Small parts. 

Cords. 

Small balls, including marbles. 

Balloons. 

Four toys violate the CPSC’s new small 
ball regulations. Other toys narrowly evade 
the small parts standard, but pose choking 
and other hazards. The annual PIRG reports 
have resulted in 50 recalls and other en- 
forcement actions in the last 13 years. 

Federal regulations ban any toy posing a 
choking hazard because of smali parts if it 
has “play value” for children under the age 
of three, regardless of labeling to the con- 
trary. The group also warned parents of the 
choking hazards associated with balls. 

The 1994 Child Safety Protection Act 
banned balls with a diameter of less than 
1.75 inches for sale since Jan. 1, 1995 for 
children under three. Since January 1994, 
at least five children have choked to death 
on small balls. 

Choking on small toy parts, balloons 


and small balls continues to be the leading 
cause of toy-related deaths. According to 
the Consumer Products Safety Commis- 
sion, at least 160 children died from 1990 to 
1997 playing with toys. 

In 1997, 13 children died from playing 
with toys, 11 of those from choking. In 
1997, about 141,300 people were treated in 
hospital emergency rooms for toy-related 
injuries. 

Nearly half, 65,400, were under 5 years 
old. One example for this year’s statistics 
was a 2-year-old who choked on a small 
plastic game piece. A 5-month-old child 
choked to death on a balloon piece. Forty- 
eight children have choked to death on 
balloons since 1990. 

PIRG criticized retailers for marketing 
balloons for events for young children, hav- 
ing found balloons that read, for example, 
“Baby’s 1st Birthday” or picture Barney, the 
toddler icon. 

“Balloons are the leading choking killer,” 
Skogstrom said. “It is totally inappropriate 
to market balloons for toddlers. We urge 
parents to avoid balloons altogether for 
children under 8, and even then to use 
extreme caution.” 


PRESIDENTIAL HONORS: NECC’s first class of Presidential Scholars attended 
a luncheon recently. Pictured are Dick Shadeed of Lawrence, President David 
Hartleb, Angel Lopez of Lawrence and Kristen Pellerin of Andover. 


File photo 


The report also focused on the growing 
hazard of toys containing toxic chemicals 
known as Pthalates that are added to poly- 
vinyl chloride plastic toys as a softener. 

The chemicals are linked to liver and 
kidney damage, are probable human car- 
cinogens, and have already been banned by 
several European countries in toys for chil- 
dren under 3 because exposure to toxic 
chemicals is especially dangerous to small 
children. 

“Tt is outrageous that a scientist who 
buys a bottle of phthalate chemicals re- 
ceives a full hazard warning, but a mother 
buying a teething toy with phthalates often 
finds it labeled non-toxic,” Skogstrom said. 
“Young children should not be chewing on 
probable carcinogens.” 

She said shoppers should examine toys 
carefully for hidden dangers before they 
buying. While most manufacturers should 
be commended for complying with the new 
law, parents should not assume all toys on 
store shelves this holiday shopping season 
are safe or adequately labelled, she said. _ 

“We wish everyone happier, and safer, 
holidays and are encouraged that it is not 
all Trouble in Toyland,” Skogstrom said. 


New system allows for quicker refunds 


@ NECC now has more 
comprehensive billing 
process 


he bursar’s office announced change 

for the college community as a result 

of the implementation of the new 

SCT Banner Student Information System, 
which went live last month. 

Through new electronic integration be- 
tween admissions, the registrar, financial 
aid and the bursar, NECC students can 
expect a higher level of customized service, 
representatives said. 

The first improvement is a change to the 
college’s refund policy. Criticized for being 
complex and wordy, the old policy will be 
replaced with a clear and concise fixed date- 
driven plan. 

This policy also refunds more money to 
students for courses dropped later in the 
semester. The new refund policy for Spring 


1999 is as follows: 
Full-semester, 15-week credit courses: 

Y 100 percent if dropped on or before 
Jan. 20, 1999. 

Y 90 percent if dropped from Jan. 21 
through Jan. 27, 1999. 

Y 60 percent if dropped from Jan. 28 
through Feb. 3, 1999. 

V No refund thereafter. 

For courses held eight weeks or less: 

Y 100 percent if dropped the business 
day before the start date of the course. 

Y 90 percent if dropped on or after the 
start date through the business day before 
the second class meeting. 

V 60 percent if dropped on or after the 
second class meeting through the business 
day before the third class meeting. 

V No refund on or after the date of the 
third meeting. ¥ 

The most significant change is the imple- 
mentation of a new billing system. The 
college will be mailing a clear and compre- 
hensive billing statement, with several fea- 


tures. The new system will include: 

A self-addressed, postage paid, return 
envelope, a first in the Massachusetts com- 
munity college system. 

Step-by-step integrated instructions right 
on the return statement. 

Aconcise detailed description of charges. 

Alisting ofall currently enrolled courses. 

Also, all financial aid approved students 
who registered before Dec. 8 had their 
award subtracted from their bill immedi- 
ately. 

Those students who registered early did 
not need vouchers, readjusted awards and 
did not have to stand in line. 

Students who signed and returned their 
bill (including health insurance informa- 
tion) were cleared for the spring semester. 

The bursar wants to work with students 
to resolve accounts efficiently. 

The bursar’s office is also looking for 
feedback on the billing to make administra- 
tive functions, such as paying bills, a simple 
and routine part of attending NECC. 
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Student fights ‘corrupt system’ 


® Continued from page 1 

loopholes. It’s a corrupt system. The only 
ones making money are the banks, attor- 
neys, insurance companies and doctors,” 
Leonard said. 

She said she was willing to go to jail even 
though she has done nothing wrong. 

“Tm right,” she said. “They don’t want 
you to speak out. I'll be scared, but I'll go to 
jail.” 

She said she raised her children to be- 
lieve in the system, to have a soul and a 
conscience. 

This is the second time Leonard has 
endured a fight for her home. 

In 1988, a woman Leonard knew was 
selling a home with an attached ceramics 
business. Leonard thought the home would 
be perfect since she wanted to teach a 


porcelain doll making class and stay close 
to her two sons. 

After meeting “one of the vice 
presidents” of ComFed, she filled out an 
application to buy the home. She was told 
she did not need to have an attorney present. 

Because she did not want to sell the 
Brockton Avenue home, she had to take a 
job as a hairdresser and a bus driver, in 
addition to teaching the doll classes to pay 
off the mortgage on the new home. Tenants 
paid off the Brockton Avenue mortgage. 

Around Christmas 1990, two years after 
she bought the Atwood Road home, she 
tried to refinance. 

“I discovered the mortgage documents 
had been falsified,” Leonard said. “They said 
I was making $3,000 when I was only mak- 
ing about $1,500.” 


She brought the papers to a lawyer who 
advised her to stop making payments. She 
said that was the first bad advice she re- 
ceived from attorneys. 

She stopped making payments in April 
1990. In 1991 she was told she needed to 
come up with nearly $40,000 to save her 
home. 

Eventually, she was forced to walk away 
from the home and moved into the Brockton 
Avenue home. 

“I would advise anyone to only put the 
minimum down, read the contract and 
don’t invest in renovating the home. Just 
live there and sell it when the market’s 
good if you want to make some money,” 
Leonard said. 

Until her injury, her life was turning 
around, but her $500 a week income be- 


came $500 a month. 

When she was accepted at NECC in 
September, she wanted to be reeducated so 
she could get a new job. She said because of 
the emotional and physical stress she has 
suffered during the struggle, she was forced 
to drop a class because she did not have 
time to study. 

Leonard, who considers herself an “old 
rebel,” had her first child at 16 and said she 
always wanted to return to college. She is 
taking a basic writing and keyboarding 
class, and spends several hours in the 
Lawrence law library. 

“I believe in the end the truth will pre- 
vail. More people must be made aware of 
the corruption in the banking industry,” 
she said. “They can just suck up your prop- 


erty.” 


Student trustee works to better his life 


Continued from page 1 

most high school athletes dream, was of- 
fered a scholarship for football at Eastern 
Michigan University. 

He turned down this offer. 

“I wasn't focused enough and Ypsilanti 
(where EMU is located) wasn’t far enough 
away, Horton said. 

Instead he enlisted in the army and 
served in Korea and Egypt from 1986—90. 

“I got transferred to Egypt right before 


YOUR 


the Gulf war,” Horton said. “I was a medic 
assistant, and we were training the medics 
in vascular surgery. It seemed pretty odd 
that we were doing this; I got the feeling 
that somebody knew something was going 
down. It was a foreshadowing of the war.” 

After withdrawing from the military, 
Horton returned to Detroit. He said he did 
not do much for a year. 

“Work was scarce, I couldn’t find a job. 
I guess you could say Detroit was 2conomi- 
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Bradford College offers 
half-tuition scholarships for 
qualified transfer students! 


Transfer Coordinator Kathy Bresnahan 
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(800) 336-6448 


Website: http://www.bradford.edu 


cally depressed at the time,” he said. 

After living in Detroit for a year he 
decided to move to Erie, Pa., where he 
worked with his brother in a plastics fac- 
tory. 

After two years he decided it was time to 
settle down and intended on moving to 
Virginia until he got a call from his sister. 

Horton’s sister, a Haverhill resident, 
convinced him to move to Massachusetts. 
He took her advice, moved to South Lawrence 
in September 1993 and still lives there. He 
works at Malden Mills. 

Horton was not working the night ofthe 
infamous fire, although his help was re- 
quested. He couldn’t make it due to poor 
weather conditions. 

After the fire, he was out ofa job and was 
looking for direction. He talked to his ad- 
viser at the Northeast Workers Assistance 
Center, who urged him to try college. Shortly 
after, he enrolled at NECC. 

“I realized I was destined for better 
things than being a mill worker,” Horton 
said. “It (NECC) was the best move I’ve ever 
made in my entire life.” 

Horton majors in criminal justice and 
said he has always had an underlying inter- 
est in the field, but an experience he had 
made his interest grow even stronger. 

When he was younger he saw his neigh- 
bor shot. 


“The family was hysterical. It was chaos, 
but the officer who arrived on the scene was 
so professional. He reassured the (victims) 
parents and just brought a sense of calm to 
the whole situation. I wanted to be able to 
do that. I like helping people,” Horton said. 

Along with majoring in criminal justice 
and being a father of three, Horton is also 
a student trustee. A friend suggested he run 
for the position and Horton felt he had the 
required leadership skills. He was elected in 
September. 

He said he would recommend the stu- 
dent trustee position to anyone interested 
in running because it is a rewarding and 
important position. 

“T like it a lot. I thought that I wouldn’t 
have much say in what goes on but the rest 
of the board treats me as an equal. They 
want to hear what I think,” he said. 

As he is a busy man, many wonder how 
he spends his free time. 

“IT don’t have any fun,” he laughed. “No, 
I don’t have many friends outside of school. 
I guess I live like a social recluse. It keeps my 
life stress free.” 

Horton anticipates graduating in the 
spring. He hopes to work in a law enforce- 
ment agency and would like to work as a 
U.S. marshall. He keeps a down-to-earth 
view on this idea, though. 

“Well, everything has its steps,” he said. 


Senate rejects nursing proposal 


@ Lack of money cited as 
cause; one senator angry 
at decision 


By RIAN MCFADDEN 
Staff Reporter 


TT nursing club was left with little 
money to work with after a decision 
by the student senate last week. 

The club recently requested $600 to pay 
for a speaker on HIV, a freshman field trip, 
and equipment for upcoming health fairs. 

They missed the deadline at the begin- 
ning of the year when all proposals were to 
be submitted to the senate, mainly because 
they didn’t have an active adviser. 

The senate did not want to reject the 
proposal, but felt they had no choice be- 
cause the majority of their budget has 
already been allocated to other clubs. 

“T don’t want to say no, but I don’t want 
to incur a loss either,” said senate member 
Arthur LaFave. 


“I feel bad that we can’t give them the 
money, but it’s not our fault,” said J.C. 
Lopez, student senator. 

Some members like Jennifer Peck 
strongly opposed the decision. 

“Tm shocked; it’s ridiculous that we 
didn’t give them the money,” she said. Her 
mother was once a member of the nursing 
club. 

The remaining $8,000 budget will be 
used for the class gift, senate office sup- 
plies, food and gifts for students and the 
senate leadership retreat in Tennessee. 

Senate members said good-bye at the 
last meeting, as some will be graduating or 
transferring. 

Another election will take place in the 
spring and seats on the student govern- 
ment will be open. 

Assistant dean Nita Lamborghini was 
present to congratulate the students on a 
strong fall semester. 

“IT think that you have been a really 
strong senate and feel that this is a very 
strong and committed group. You’ve done 
a good job,” she said. 


@ Page 8 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Dec 16, 1998 


Cartoon causes 
racial tensions 
at Rhode Island 


OUTH KINGSTOWN, R_I. (AP) — 

Acartoon about affirmative ac- 
tion in the University of Rhode 
Island student newspaper has ex- 
posed racial tensions at the school 
and led to protests and a cutoff of 
the paper’s funding. 

Since the cartoon ran, about a 
dozen black students calling them- 
selves Brothers United for Action 
have demanded The Good 5 Cent 
Cigar be shut down. 

The cartoon, about the disman- 
tling of affirmative action at the 
University of Texas Law School, 
shows a white professor greeting 
a black man entering his class- 
room. 

“If you’re the janitor, please 
wait until after class to empty the 
trash,” the professor says. “Ifyou’re 
one of our minority students, wel- 
come!” 

The paper’s editors said they 
ran the cartoon to express disgust 
with the attack on affirmative ac- 
tion in Texas. A federal judge in 
1996 ruled that the law school’s 
system was unconstitutional. 

But students said the cartoon 
is just the latest in a string of 
racial insults at the university. 


Boston U. to ban buying term papers 


@ Despite court 
decision, university 
continues its case 
against online firms 


By KAREN EXCHBAGHER 
The Daily Free Press (Boston U.) 


OSTON (U-WIRE) — A 
B Boston University lawyer 
said the school will pursue 
its lawsuit against on-line term 
paper companies despite a federal 
court’s decision to dismiss the case. 

U.S. District Court Judge Patti 
Saris Friday struck down three of 
BU’s claims, including one which 
accused the companies of mail 
and wire fraud, both federal of 
fenses. The other counts did not 
fall under federal jurisdiction, Sa- 
ris said. 

While defendants called the 
decision a victory, BU lawyer Rob- 
ert Smith said he plans to move 
the case to state superior court. 

“It’s just a bump in the road,” 
Smith said. “We’re still in court. 
We're just in a different court.” 

The university sued eight online 
companies in October after 
months of investigations in which 
faculty members posed as students 
and purchased term papers. BU 
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said some of the companies of 
fered advice on how to pass the 
papers offas self-written, and that 
others included cover pages with 
teachers’ names. 

Massachusetts prohibits the 
sale of term papers and research 
materials designed to be handed 
in for credit. 

Several companies have settled 
with BU and others have shut down 
since the lawsuit was filed. The 
university is sti seeking $75,000 
each from ASM Communications, 
Research Assistants and The Pa- 
per Store Enterprises. 

In her ruling, Saris ignored 
claims that the companies mis- 
represented themselves and 
tainted the value of a BU degree. 
Smith said he hopes to quickly 
take those claims up in state court. 

“Basically I’m just going to a 
different arena,” Smith said. “Has 
it weakened my case? I don’t think 
SOps 

But Harvey Schwartz, a lawyer 
for The Paper Store and Al 
Termpaper, said the university has 
no valid complaints. BU itself of- 
fers web services that allow stu- 
dents to download doctoral dis- 
sertations and abstracts, he said. 

The case, Schwartz said, cen- 
ters around his clients’ First 


5. 


Amendment right to distribute in- 
formation. The term papers are 
intended for research only, he said, 
and are therefore legal. 

The companies do not encour- 
age students to hand the papers in 
for credit, Schwartz said. 

But Saris cited a 1997 Paper 
Store advertisement that read: “If 
you're like most students, you 
probably HATE WRITING TERM PA- 
PERS! The hardest part is the re- 
search! And then it seems impos- 
sible to figure out the thesis state- 
ment, layout, format for citation, 
and bibliography style. All you have 
to do is pick up the phone and call 
1-800-90-WRITE.” 

“Their advertisements un- 
doubtedly encourage purchasers 
to turn in the term papers as their 
own work and at the very least 
reflect defendants’ knowledge that 
many students will do so,” said 
Saris. 

Saris noted, however, that The 
Paper Store turned over a list of 
five BU students who bought term 
papers. Only one handed it in for 
credit. 

“The Court concludes that there 
is no conceivable theory of dam- 
ages that could support a verdict 
of $75,000 per defendant,” she 
said. 

Smith said it is difficult to prove 


students tried to pass the papers 
off as their own because too much 
time has lapsed. Professors who 
grade hundreds of papers a year 
could not recall the specific cases, 
he said. 

BU’s case was also delayed be- 
cause some companies refused to 
name customers, Smith said. 

It is difficult to find a balance 
between companies’ rights to dis- 
tribute information and colleges’ 
rights to defend academic honor 
codes, said Sally Cole, executive 
director for the Center for Aca- 
demic Integrity, a collaboration of 
about 200 North American col- 
leges based at Duke University. 

Determining who is at fault if 
students hand in papers they 
bought online is equally daunt- 
ing, she said. 

“The question is, do you attach 
any blame to the donor?” Cole 
asked. She said she would not 
punish a student who gave a pa- 
per to a friend as a guideline if 
that friend then stuck his name 
on it. But if the lender knows the 
borrower’s intent, punishment 
may be necessary. 

“I think most of these term 
paper companies do in fact know 
that they are providing opportu- 
nities for easy plagiarism,” Cole. 
said. 
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Politicial unrest continues in Indonesia 


@ Protesters call for 
arrest of Indonesian 
president 


By CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA 
AP Writer 


AKARTA, Indonesia (AP) - An- 

gry students pelted Jakarta’s 

police headquarters with 

ones and bottles in one of the 

biggest protests against 
Indonesia’s president. 

But most protests went peace- 
fully as some 10,000 protesters 
marched arm-in-arm down the 
Indonesian capital’s main thor- 
oughfare in a show of discontent 
with the pace of reforms promised 
by President B,J. Habibie. 

“Reform,” the flag-waving pro- 
testers chanted as they marched 
past embassies and five-star ho- 
tels, drawing cheers from office 
workers who lined the sidewalks. 

The students ignored an ap- 
peal to stop their demonstrations 
from Habibie, who has failed to 
convince his critics that he is sin- 
cere about democratic change. 

Habibie has scheduled general 
elections for June 1999 and al- 
lowed political parties to form, 
but he has ignored key student 
demands that the military be 
stripped of its prominent role in 
politics and that former President 
Suharto be put on trial. 

State prosecutors questioned 
Suharto for four hours recently 
about alleged corruption during 
his 32 years of authoritarian rule. 
The 77-year-old former army gen- 
eral quit in May after a wave of 
student rallies and deadly riots. 

Students fear the government, 
still packed with Suharto appoin- 
tees, is too beholden to the former 
president to scrutinize the sources 
of his wealth, estimated by Forbes 
magazine at $4 billion. 

Suharto has denied any wrong- 
doing. 

“Try Suharto, bring down 


AP Photo/Charles Dharapak 


PLAYING AROUND? Wearing helmets made from volleyballs and guns made from palm stalks and 
plastic bottles student demonstrators poke fun at the Indonesian military during a demonstration in 
Jakarta Thursday, Dec. 10, 1998. Marking the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Human 
Rights Indonesia’s foreign minister promised that the armed forces will not use lethal weapons to control 
a rising spate of antigovernment protests. 


Habibie,” read a banner hoisted by 
one band of protesters. 

Most of the rallies were joyous, 
with students swaying on bus 
roofs, honking motorcycle horns, 
singing democracy anthems and 
dancing to drum beats. 

But in front of Jakarta’s police 
station and several other locations, 
students clashed with police in 
riot gear. 

“Pigs!” they shouted at police, 
while officers ordered police to 
keep calm. At least 30 students 
were injured in various protests, 
student leaders said. 

Another group of several thou- 
sand protesters got within a half- 
mile of the heavily guarded presi- 
dential palace before being stopped 
by troops and small tanks. 


Soldiers stood silent as students 
placed stickers on their reinforced 
plastic shields and then peered 
over to read the slogan, “Arrest 
Suharto right away.” 

“If Habibie is a democrat, he 
has to hear the voice of the people,” 
said Burhanuddin, a student orga- 
nizer. 

Indonesian leaders, wary of a 
repeat of a Nov. 13 incident when 
security forces opened fire on hun- 
dreds of protesters, killing nine 
students, said police would re- 
spond with restraint. 

“We will use acknowledged and 
recognized antiriot gear... but 
not lethal weapons” to quell un- 
rest, said Foreign Minister, Ali 
Alatas. 

Alatas accused unidentified 


groups of manipulating peaceful 
student protests to stir up unrest 
for political purposes. 

Outbreaks of riots and lawless- 
ness have increased in recent 
months as Indonesia’s worst eco- 
nomic crisis in 30 years has caused 
soaring inflation, mass unemploy- 
ment and widespread poverty. 

Sen. John Kerry wound up a 
brief fact-finding visit to Jakarta 
just hours before the protests 
started. The Massachusetts Demo- 
crat met Habibie and military lead- 
ers. 

Kerry said the United States is 
watching events in Indonesia, 
mindful that the sprawling South- 
east Asian nation played an im- 
portant role in the region and had 
enormous potential as a market. 


College students arrested following violent protest 


@ Students against 
privitazation of 
water system in 
Panama 


By KATHIA MARTINEZ 
AP Writer 


ANAMA CITY, Panama (AP)- 

Police breaking up a demon 

stration against’ the 
privatization of the country’s wa- 
ter system chased stone-throwing 
protesters onto a university cam- 
pus. 

Several students were arrested 
and others injured. 

The protest in which students 
blocked streets around the cam- 
pus came as the latest round in 
nearly a week of student and 
union-led demonstrations against 
plans to sell off the state-operated 
water system, a move critics say 
would result in rate increases. 

Riot police fired tear gas and 
rubber bullets to break up the 


demonstration outside the state- 
run Panama University and pur- 
sued protesters onto the campus. 
Police did not say how many stu- 
dents were arrested or injured. 

University officials accused the 
police of violating the campus’ 
autonomy. 

That status ensures academic 
independence by excluding most 
government forces from the cam- 
pus. 

“The police abused their au- 
thority and used undue violence 
within the university,” said uni- 
versity dean Rolando Murgas. 
Murgas said several students and 
university employees were 
roughed up during the arrests. 

Panama Province Gov. Eduardo 
Herrera said in a statement that 
police had been ordered in to 
maintain order. 

The last time police had been 
on university grounds was in the 
late 1980s to quella protest against 
former dictator Manuel Noriega. 

Asimilar clash occurred earlier 
in the day during a protest orga- 
nized by students at Panama City’s 


National Institute high school. 

The high school students had 
blockaded a street to protest the 
privatization and a government 
decision to change the dates of 
certain school holidays. 

Police arrested some of the stu- 
dents after they retreated into the 
building, but didn’t say how many 
were taken into custody. 

Local radio stations reported 
some people living near the high 
school were treated at a Red Cross 
clinic for tear gas inhalation. 

Similar confrontations oc- 
curred at the same high school 
and university. 

Those clashes followed a march 
by thousands of union workers 
angered over the planned sale of 
the National Institute of Aque- 
ducts and Sewers. 

The government argues that 
privatization is needed to mod- 
ernize the water system and make 
it more efficient. 

It already has authorized the 
sale of Panama’s electrical ser- 
vices and 49 percent of its tele- 
communications industry. 
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Patents keep 
Viagra out of 
India for now 


EW DELHI, India (AP) - Phar 

maceutical giant Pfizer Inc. 
will not market its impotency drug 
Viagra in India because of lax local 
patent laws, according to a senior 
company Official. 

“Tt makes no commercial sense 
to market Viagra or any other of 
Pfizer’s new drugs in India in the 
absence of patent protection,” said 
Simon Campbell, to Press Trust of 
India. He heads Pfizer's research 
wing. 

India’s ruling coalition has an- 
nounced it will reform its decades- 
old patents law, but Campbell said 
Pfizer was apprehensive about a 
provision of exclusive marketing 
rights for five years. 

“Five years is too short a period 
for any drug firm to recover its 
investments,” he said. 


‘Gang-star’ not 
in paradise in 
Germany 


TUTTIGAKT, Germany (AP)—Rap 

star Coolio does not plan to 
appeal his German conviction for 
theft and punching a boutique 
owner and may use his impres- 
sions from the trial in his next 
album, his attorney said today. 

George Prasser said the Ameri- 
can believed the Stuttgart court 
verdict was unjust, but preferred 
to accept it and to concentrate on 
his music anda planned European 
tour. 

A Stuttgart court last Thursday 
sentenced Coolio to six months 
probation and fined him $17,000 
after convicting him of being an 
accessory to robbery and causing 
bodily injury. 

The Grammy-award winning 
artist and members of his band, 
the 40 Thevz, took $950 worth of 
clothing from a boutique in a 
Stuttgart suburb last November 
and punched the owner in the 
stomach, the court ruled. 

Coolio, 35, said the incident 
was a misunderstanding. He says 
he signed autographs in the bou- 
tique, and that in exchange a cloth- 
ing company had promised him 
and his group free outfits. 

Coolio, whose real name is Artis 
Leon Ivey Jr., wo7: a Grammy for 
best rap solo in 1996 for “Gangsta’s 
Paradise,” which was featured in 
the film “Dangerous Minds.” He is 
scheduled to tour Germany in Janu- 
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Billiards are a 
ball at River City 


@ New upscale 
establishment offers 
drinks, food and 
billiards 


By CARLEY THORNELL 
News Editor 


rea residents now have an 
other way to work off calo 
ries after dinner. River City 
Billiards in Haverhill is the newest 
local establishment seeking to 
combine two forms of entertain- 
ment, with gourmet fare and some 
of New England’s best pool tables. 

Each of RCB’s 11 tables is a 
Crown Four, the newest and high- 
est quality the area has to offer, 
according to owners, Deedee and 
Anthony Allen. 

“We're here for all levels of 
play, though,” Deedee said. “Our 
motto is, ‘Let’s Play Pool.’ We want 
people to learn that this is a life- 
long game. It’s friendly, inclusive 
competition.” 

The Allens have hired Bob 
Campbell, former owner of Pock- 
ets pool hall in Bradford, as the 
roaming instructor to teach be- 
ginners and are planning free clin- 
ics. They are also forming leagues. 

River City opened the first week 
of December during Haverhill’s 
Christmas Stroll and received a 
warm welcome from people of all 
ages, said the Allens. 

“The city response has been 


great, especially during the stroll. 
It was overwhelming. We weren’t 
really expecting such a great re- 
sponse for that night,” Deedee 
said. 

The majority of crowds were 
drawn to the billiard tables on the 
second floor, she said, for a great 
view of the city lights and street 
crowds, and to lounge in RCB’s 
huge, soft leather couches. The 
building, located at 87 Washing- 
ton St., offers high ceilings, brick 
walls, mahogany, cherry and oak, 
as well as a great view of down- 
town on the first floor. It’s an 
upscale, but casual setting, say 
the Allens. 

“We have a dress code. You’re 
not supposed to come in here with 
torn jeans, but it is a place where 
we want people to come and relax. 
You can hardly help but want to 
sit down in our scrumptious 
couches,” Deedee said. 

River City customers can 
sample food, play pool and rest on 
the couches, which she said are as 
comfortable as a bed. 

Much thought was put into the 
River City concept, with pool- 
themed upholstery on all chairs, 
and dining tables molded and 
painted with the River City logo. 

Especially charming is the first- 
floor billiard hall, where the 
sounds of balls hitting each other 
mingle with pizza chefs pounding 
out their pies on a marble counter 
before an open-fire oven. 

The wood-fired gourmet pizza 
is ideal for a group of friends out 
for a night on the town, but those 
who are out for munchies and 


Carley Thornell photo 


TIME TO MAKE THE PIZZA: Chef David Bartsch and River City co-owner Anthony Allen enjoy pizza and pool 
in a relaxed setting at River City Billiards in Haverhill's historic Washington Street downtown district. 


billiards will enjoy the extensive 
appetizer offerings, including such 
traditional treats as mozzarella 
sticks and chicken wings to the 
less-casual stuffed mushrooms. 

Bottomless fountain drinks are 
only $2, and the table fee is a 
modest $8 per hour for two people, 
so a night on the town could cost 
less than $10. 

Large portioned French desserts 
including cream puffs, sundaes 
and cheesecake are available as 
treats. A moderate choice of meals 


includes hot open-faced sand- 
wiches, the pizza, and a few pasta 
dishes as lunch or dinner items. 
These area eal treat from more 
traditional offerings at other res- 
taurants, because quality counts 
over quantity at River City Bil- 
liards. The portions may not be 
huge, but the taste of the roasted 
chicken with sun-dried tomatoes 
in matinara sauce proved that it 
took careful planning to prepare 
the meal, definitely something that 
would take a few hours to concoct 


at home. 

The staff welcomes customers 
with almost as much gusto as the 
meals. The River City staff lets you 
know you’re welcome without 
being overbearing. 

River City Billiards is an inex- 
pensive but upscale establishment. 

The name of the game is time 


‘and patience, where customers 


aren’t fed quickly and rushed out. z. 
the door, but they are invited to | 
stay and enjoy themselves in a 
fun, friendly environment. 


Fun, study coming up soon in Costa Rica 


@ Two NECC professors to 
lead students on trip to 


Central America 


By MARIA ZNOJ 
Staff Reporter 


rudging through the tropical rain for 

est, experiencing the power of a vol 

cano and visiting a coffee plantation 
are just a few of the trips Professor Francis 
Champoux is going to lead. 

Champoux, natural sciences professor, 
will also be a teacher in Costa Rica during 
winter break. As a teacher of geology, math, 
computer science and meteorology, this 
professor’s first love seems to be the Earth 
sciences. 

“I believe the best way to learn is if the 
students get out and experience the envi- 
ronment to see what is happening,” 
Champoux said. 

Students will have time in a lab, but 
most of the work is done out in the field. 

“It’s to give students a total experience. 
It’s also going to be my first time visiting a 
rain forest. I'll be learning as much as the 
students because it’s going to be my first 
year teaching in Costa Rica,” he said. 

The eight-hour days will be spent mostly 
out in the field uncovering the mysteries 
that the land will soon unravel. Tired bodies 
will stay at individual homes until the 
alarm rings the following day for another 
adventure whether it be in a lab or out on 
a river excursion. 

Focused students will be busy complet- 


ing requirements while experiencing life 
somewhere else, instead of putting up with 
the nippy weather which will hover around 
the North during break. 

Champoux has traveled across the United 
States for research; throughout the many 
routes he took during his travels he re- 
trieved many specimens of rocks which are 
displayed in hallways of the Science build- 
ing. Besides all the mineral findings he has 
uncovered, he came across an earth trea- 
sure that he just couldn’t give up. 

“Etna was the first volcano I went to and 
I collected a piece of lava that looks like an 
ashtray. It looks like someone put a stick in 
it while it was warm,” Champoux said. 

While exploring a volcano site, he said 
it’s going to be fun to see lava streaming 
down the side. 

“People are fascinated by science, but 
fear causes people to hate it. Some think 
they’re stupid in it,” he said while holding 
two poles which had neon protons and 
neutrons spinning on them. 

Champoux has gotten most people over 
their fear of science by reaching into the 
soil, digging his hand deeper into the ele- 
ment and finding out that science is actu- 
ally as fun and adventurous as travelling to 
the many earthly sites in Costa Rica. 

Professor Patricia Taglianetti is also go- 
ing to learn as much as everyone else. 

Getting past the classroom atmosphere 
is also going to be on her agenda while she 
teaches the Society & Health Course in 
Costa Rica. 

Students will learn about differences in 
the health care system by actually visiting 
local hospitals rather than listening about 


it in a lecture. 


“The course examines the impact of 
historical and cultural divisions for health 
care; it’s going to be a comparative ap- 
proach,” Taglianetti said. 

It’s also going to be Taglianetti’s first 
time experiencing the adventures in Costa 


Rica; however, it’s not her first time travel- _ 


ling abroad. 
On one trip she remembers an experi- 
ence last spring with some local Irish chil- 
dren. 
“IT went to Ireland, and asked these little 
girls if they could teach me their dance and 


Peeters 


It’s going to give stu- 
dents a total experi- 
ence. It’s also going to 
be my first time visit- 
ing a rain forest. I'll be 
learning as much as 
the students. . . 


they said “yes,” if I would teach them the 
Macarena,” she said. 

Cultural experiences play a big part in 
understanding the diversity between the 
United States and other countries. As some 
students are well traveled and some are 
not, Taglianetti has already shown her stu- 
dents some films about what they should 
be looking for. 2 

“It’s also a cultural experience. That’s 
why we're going to the National Theatre. I 
learned so many things in Ireland, and I 
hope it will be the same for this trip,” 
Taglianetti said. 
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MODERN TECHNOLOGY: It has brought dating to a whole new level. The touch of a send button ... 


ONLINE SHORTHAND 


ee INE SHORINGND 4 os 


The popularity of communication via e-mail and online chat rooms has become so widespread that 
online surfers have begun forming their own shorthand. 


Here’s a sampling of what they’ve come up with: 


LOL - Laugh out loud 

FOCL - Falling out of chair laughing 
KWIM - You know- what Imean? 
as Hug rey ke atta 

OIC - Oh, I see 

BRB - Be right back 

WITBG - Want to go private? 


at ear elo 
ve io: Fe Fa 


Horo. Se ers SE 


rob isdiian Baws 


For the following you must tilt your heat sideways to get the picture: 


:) — Smile 

;) - Wink 

:- Censored 
* - Kiss 

:‘D - Big grin 


New methods of social, sexual inter 


© On-line dating services are 
becoming a booming business 


By JODY CAREY 
Impulse Editor 


G6 The ritual of pursuing secret desires from be- 
hind a facgade is as old as the masquerade. But 
perhaps because it has never been so easy, the 

compulsion has never been so strong,” said Amy 

Harmon in an article written for the Los Angeles 

Times, May 1, 1997. 

In her article, “Love at First Byte,” Harmon ex- 
plores the much-debated issue of online romance. 
More specifically, she questions the safety and popu- 
larity of this new epidemic. And it appears that 
Harmon is not alone in her quest for answers to these 
presumably complex questions. 

With the advent of this new epidemic, psycholo- 
gists, therapists, and online seekers worldwide are 
contemplating the pros and cons of this perplexing 
issue. 

Among the issues debated are: 

v Is it psychologically healthy, or a disease of 
technology? 

vw How can people fall in love via machine, 
without ever laying eyes on the other person? 

uw Should precautions be taken? 

yw What are the benefits? 


wv What are the inherent hazards? 

uw Where does the line between on-line flirting 
(which is quite often harmless) end and that of an 
affair (which is easily determined in real time) begin? 

” How can one determine it they’re in danger of 
crossing the line? 

“Like Playboy magazine, adult videos, and 900 
numbers before it, the Internet raises questions 
about the very nature of interpersonal and sexual 
interaction and fidelity,” said David N. Greenfield 
and Al Cooper, who are both Ph.D.s and coauthors of 
“Crossing the Line-On Line, an article published in 
Self-Help & Psychology magazine. 

“As impersonal as it may seem, the anonymity, 
immediacy and accessibility of flirting, sexuality and 
romantic contact online has become an almost over- 
night epidemic,” Greenfield and Cooper said. 

And though clear-cut answers have yet to be 
surmised, online chat rooms and computer dating 
services continue to be teeming with people seeking 
something missing in their lives. We are living in an 
age where casual sex has become frightening and 
commitment and intimacy seem scarce. 

Therefore, the secrecy, anonymity and sense of 
safety afforded by the Internet is enticing individuals 
into self-exploration and affording them an opportu- 
nity to fill their emotional voids with fantasy, sexual 
games and/or online relationships, without the usual 
repercussions of real-life situations, or at least so 
they believe. 
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® On-line dating is becoming 
common among Americans 


By JODY CAREY 
Impulse Editor 


G6 For many of us, the new world of electronic mail 
seems to come out of an episode in Star Trek. But 
to more than 12 million communicators in 

America and tens of millions more all over the 
planet, the future is now. From friendship to dating, 
from courtship to marriage, some people’s lives 
channel almost entirely through computers,” states 
an on-line article titled “Are You Ready for Virtual 
Love?” by Avodah Offit. 

In her article, Offit, a practicing psychiatrist and 
sex therapist, shares her views on several issues 
surrounding this new phenomenon. 

It’s estimated that there are at least 85 million 
singles in the United States alone, and the figure is 
expected to exceed 100 million within the next few 
years. So, if there are so many available men and 
women out there, why are the vast majority of them 
still having problems finding a suitable date? 

For many, the problem is often related to their 
life-styles and values. They simply don’t have the 
necessary time, money or energy to invest, outside of 
their already demanding social calendars - work, 
family, children, laundry, errands, etc. 

And, to further exaggerate the problem, many of 
the common dating practices have either become 
taboo or unappealing. Trends in the workplace, such 
as company down-sizing and sexual: harassment, 
make it difficult to meet someone at work, and for 
many, the mere thought of the singles bar scene is 
unpalatable and tiring. This is where the attraction 
to on-line dating comes in. 

For some, on-line dating goes above and beyond 
the norm, for mostit’s simply another outlet through 
which they can meet people with common interests 
from the convenience and safety of their computer. 

They’re an open forum where individuals seeking 
new friendships and romance congregate in chat 
rooms or peruse through personal profiles in search 


“As a psychiatrist, I think these attempts at sen- 
sible affiliation are brave and adventurous. The new 
connections encourage a life of the spirit to become 
a life of the heart. Before monogamy and commit- 
ment, however, perhaps e-mail obviously invites 
people to flirt—and do it in the safety of the home. 
Which is why e-mail has been said to be the most fun 
people can have with their pants on,” said Avodah 
Offit, a practicing psychiatrist and sex therapist and 
author of an online article titled “Are You Ready for 
Virtual Love?” 

But, what initially attracts these people to the 
Internet (anonymity) may very well leave them more 
vulnerable to getting hurt, both physically and emo- 
tionally. 

Most problems arise from misunderstandings 
resulting from the blurred lines of proper online 
etiquette and behavior. 


For example, what starts of as a seemingly inno- 


cent flirtation or fun often accelerates quite rapidly 
into what many consider improper, immoral and in 
some cases illegal behavior, such as sexual harass- 
ment, adultery, or other promiscuous games. 

Invasion of privacy, frauds and cons by people 
assuming multiple identities, jealousy, harassment, 
victimization, obscenity, illusion, deception, unre- 
quited love, sexual pathology, the possibility of ad- 
diction and unmet or unrealistic expectations are 
also present in cyberspace. 

And although the majority of parties involved in 
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“Lots of demographic information tells us that 
people who are using the Internet are college-edu- 
cated, intelligent, highly functioning in terms of 
their ability to navigate both in terms of communi- 
cation and technology," McDermott said, "These are 
certainly not what we’d call losers in life.” 

Other statistics compiled by Match.Com, pro- 
vided further insight about on-line daters. The me- 
dian age of Match. Com members, is reported to be 
mid 30s. However, trial members and those who log 
on as guests are said to be younger. 

The male to female ratio is more balanced than is 
often thought. Though active users of the World 
Wide Web remain predominately male, women ac- 
count for nearly 50 percent of Match.Com’s visitors 
and make up more than a third of its members. The 
number of gay Match.com members was said to be 
proportionate to the number of gay people in society 
at large. They constitute 10 percent of Match. Com 
members. 

Members of on-line dating services find them 
attractive for various reasons. The following are just 
a few of what on-line dating supporters consider 
positive aspects to this approach: 

wv Many possible candidates are available at the 
touch of a send button. 

vw There’s no special dress or preparations re- 
quired. 

wy It opens up a lot more doors and realms of 
exploration than ordinary dating methods. 

v’ You don’t have to give your real name, address 
or phone number when you initially post an ad. 

w You can specify exactly what type of man or 
woman you are looking for. ag 
sy Self-exploration is secret and safe. > 

w You can post on and search sites geared specifi- 
cally to your areas of interest. 

vy You can use a temporary or different e-mail 
address while you decide which respondents you 
want to keep in contact with. 

v If you're shy, it’s a much less threatening way 
to meet. 

 Ifyou’re busy, you can e-mail and search at your 
convenience. 

yw Appearance doesn’t get in the way unless you 
choose to post your picture. 


ion cause stir 


While most would probably agree with Bender, 
it’s still wise for participants to use a little common 
sense, proceed with caution and take heed of the 
obvious warning signs, and when ever possible, get 
verification, especially considering most online ser- 
vices do not investigate or prescreen any of the 
participants and the majority of them accept no legal 
responsibility for falsified information, or the ac- 
tions of yourself or others while using their service. 

“As a psychiatrist, of course, I’m also aware of the 
capacity of e-mail to feed into the desire to escape 
reality and live in the world of fantasy. But to view 
that as a potential danger is to fall in with the self- 
appointed moralists who have a long tradition of 
warning the world against the perils of reading, 
thinking, and acting in new ways. 

Just as the world has come to terms with other 
pastimes once looked upon as subversive, we will 
come to terms, eventually, with the problems and 
pleasures of cyberspace. Meanwhile, you could meet 
the love of your life through a steamy correspon- 
dence. Or the pathological sex criminal who lives 
next door could be watching through the window as 
you respond to his invitation to meet him later 
tonight!” said Offit in conclusion of “Are You Ready 
for Virtual Love? ... a psychiatrist looks at cybersex.” 

In other words, there are no guarantees. you-can 
either make a conscious decision to take a chance on 
life and explore the realms of the unknown, or you 
can sit back passively and let life pass you by. 


... could land you a date with your ‘soulmate.’ 


w Communication is required when you’re 
sending e-mail, so you get to know the person 
more quickly. 

y It usually only costs the amount of your 
Internet connection, unless you opt to use a fee 
based web service. 

“A good number do it just for fun ... not taking 
it seriously ... and are sometimes surprised that 
they do meet someone wonderful. Others do it 
with the knowledge that they can meet someone 
special,” said Daniel Bender, webmaster and devel- 
oper for American Singles, an on-line dating ser- 
vice 

For many, these alternative dating forums are 
a dream come true. Equipped with a computer and 
a modem, one can gain access to literally millions 
of potential dates with individuals from across the 
nation. These Internet-based dating and 
matchmaking programs are shopping malls for 
lovelorn singles and others. With a few strokes of 
a keypad, you could be well on your way to forming 
lasting social contacts or even finding your ‘ideal’ 
mate. 

Participants are afforded the opportunity to 
play an active, aggressive role in finding potential 
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cyberspace, it’s not uncommon for people 

to begin interacting with others with little, 
if any, forethought, and as a result what began 
as the most innocent of intentions spirals 
wildly into dangerous waters. 

“When the subtle power, instant gratifica- 
tion, and almost universal wish to be found 
interesting, attractive, and desirable converge, 
the unsuspecting user might find themselves 
in a rapidly accelerating relationship with a 
momentum and life of its own,” said David 
Greenfield, Ph.D and Al Cooper, Ph.D in “Cross- 
ing the Line - On-Line,” an online article, 
which was published in Self-Help & Psychology 

_ magazine. ? 
~ However, Greenfield and Cooper say with 
some warning and awareness, a person can 
avoid making a potentially dangerous deci- 

sion. ™y, 

The following are warning signs that you 
may want to be aware of. They may indicate 
you are becoming overstimulated and crossing 

__ the boundaries from flirting to overt sexuality 
~. Re “ 
omline: _ 
1. You spend an excessive amount of time in 


E the so-called uncharted territory of 


~ either by phone, in writing or in person 


dates or they may choose to take a more passive 
approach. 

Those who choose to play a more active role, often 
do so by creating their own profiles-complete with 


personal information and exact specifications required 
of respondents, such as age, physical charactevistics or 


common interests-which is then posted on one or more 
of the hundreds of eclectic sites available. From there, 


they sit back and wait for the e-mail responses to roll 
in. 

The realms for exploration are endless. If you've got 
a preference, it’s very likely there’s a personal ad web 
site geared specifically towards you and other like- 
minded individuals. 

The sites range from mild to wild and everywhere in 
between. These are just a few of the preference specific 
sites available: tall, big busted, physically fit, gay, 
straight, bisexual, people with sexual fetishes, people 
with/wanting multiple partners, men seeking wives 
and vice-versa, and even people with herpes. 

Rod Barnett, an active participant in the on-line 
dating scene, obviously supports a nontraditional and 
more aggressive approach in finding a mate. His profile 
reads as such: 

See DATING ONLINE Page 14 


the online chat rooms or in private member rooms, 
particularly those having to do with sex and sexual- 
ity. 
2. You think about using the Internet for pur- 
poses of making sexual connections. 

3. You were at first, "accidentally” stimulated in 
these situations, but now actively seek them out 
each time you log on. 

- 4, You are aroused by the anonymity of the 
interaction-perhaps more so than in personal inter- 
actions 

5. You engage in masturbation fantasy or active 
masturbation while online. 

6. You have difficulty not logging on and con- 
ducting sexual conversations. 

7. You gravitate towards one or more individuals 
with whom you have regularly scheduled or un- 
scheduled contacts. 

8. You become overtly sexually aroused during 
these interactions 

9. You make attempts to contact this person 


10. You hide this information from your spouse 
or significant other: 

11. You experience guilt or shame from your 
online use. 


& 
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One man’s story about on-line dating 


‘Real life’ meetings 
often conflict with 
virtual reality’ 


By JODY CAREY 
Impulse Editor 


en Steve Machovsky, a 
business analyst from 
the suburbs of Minne- 


apolis, Minn. first began cruising 
the Internet as a single man. He 
was a skeptic. 

“When I came in, I think that I 
had some of the same perceptions 
the general public does about 
people chatting on the net, that it 
was mostly people interested in 
sex, and/or people that had no 
other way to find a relationship, 
or even people that just didn’t 
have a life,” Machovsky said. 

But, he didn’t let that stop him 
from diving in, albeit skittishly at 
first. During his travels in 
cyberspace, Machovsky found him- 
self contemplating some of the 
confusing aspects of on-line dat- 
ing. 

“One of the things I really like 
to do is just think about things. 
And one of the things I think 
about the most is relationships. 
What makes them good? How do 
we decide whom we like? How 
does the Internet figure in?” 


Searching for 


@ continued from page 13 

“Yes, I am offering a $10,000 
reward to anyone that introduces 
me to the woman that I marry (or 
propose to). No, ifyou yourself call 
and we marry, you don’t get 
$10,000, but you do get me ... I 
realize that the vast majority of 
people reading this won’t be com- 
patible with me. That’s why I’m 
offering the $10,000. Trust me, if 
you do this for me you will have 
saved mea lot of trouble, andI can 
assure you that you will receive 
the reward.” 

Barnett goes on to explain why 
he chose to take such an unusual 
approach. No, it’s not because he’s 
desperate or unattractive (his pro- 
file includes several photos and a 
brief bio), he simply wants some 
assurance that he’s done every- 
thing possible to derive the most 
fulfillment out of life, for both 
him and his ‘true love.’ 

“I have achieved many of the 
important things in my life — (a 
challenging career, health, wealth 
and my own home) and realize 
that all the money in the world 
can’t bring me the fulfillment that 
the passion of the right relation- 
ship with my best friend can,” 
Barnett said. 

For those who aren’t as enter- 
prising as Barnett, or don’t feel 
comfortable in posting their own 
ads, a majority of the sites allow 
parties to explore ads posted by 
others. They may then respond to 
those which intrigue them, thus 
avoiding any unwanted attention. 

Okay, so now that some of the 
common misconceptions have 
been dealt with, one very impor- 
tant question still remains. Do 
these online personal ads really 


Machovsky said. 

He doesn’t claim to be an ex- 
pert on relationships. He does, 
however, feel that after living 40 
years on this planet, during which 
time he’s been through a mar- 
riage and several other relation- 
ships outside of that, he’s quali- 
fied to at least give an opinion on 
the “most puzzling of human en- 
deavors,” dating. 

And so, that’s just what he does. 
He writes down his feelings about 
and experiences with on-line dat- 
ing and relationships in general 
and posts them on his Home pages, 
BLUE EYES. Thus, he provides some 
insight for all the other interested 
but leery web surfers out there. 

During his explorations, 
Machovsky found that contrary to 
popular belief, the majority of 
people using online chat rooms 
and dating services aren’t perverts, 
freaks or hard up. 

“Though some of those people 
certainly are here, I have found 
many other types of people as 
well,” Machovsky said. 

Among those Machoysky found 
were: 

Y People who are sort of 
“trapped in their house” by virtue 
of the fact that they are working 
jobs at home, or watching chil- 
dren. 

V People who just like to chat. 

V People who like the idea of 
the Internet. 


love on-line 


work? Well, that all depends on 
who you ask. 

“Statistically, it is a small per- 
centage, but it all depends on how 
much someone uses the ‘tool’,” 
Bender said. 

Ifused properly and the person 
is honest, reasonably attractive 
and somehow mentally damaged, 
Bender said the chances of meet- 
ing someone to date are good. 

For the most part, all other 
research concurred with Bender’s 
analysis, the success rate for many 
of these online relationships is 
small, but it appears the numbers 
are increasing for those who are 
dedicated in their quest for love. 

“I met my wife this way, so I 
would say that it is mostly a pro if 
used correctly. It’s much easier to 
meet people (for many) than try- 
ing to start up a cold conversation 
not knowing ifsomeone is single,” 
Bender said. 

And, ifMatch.Com statistics are 
any indication, there seems to be 
a change in the trend. They re- 
cently announced the wedding of 
their 150" couple who met through 
their dating service. 

Laura Banks, author of “Love 
Online,” a guide to online dating 
services and practices, had this 
advice to offer to readers of Hecht’s 
Myth vs. Reality article. 

“You’re meeting more people 
than you would in any other way. 
You're aggressively pursuing meet- 
ing people. And so you're going to 
occasionally meet someone who’s 
a little left of center or a computer 
geek,” Banks said. 

“Yes, online dating is a gamble. 


But meeting new people-whether- ~ 


online or in reality, always in- 
volves risk,” Banks said. 


V Lonely people who feel less 
lonely and more connected to the 
world through chat on the Net. 

V Married people who are dis- 
satisfied in their marriages and 
are looking to “feel good” about 
themselves by meeting someone 
who cares for them. 

V People like himself, people 
looking for a serious relationship, 
and are frustrated with the dating 
situation in “real life.” 

VY People who look at cyber 
relationships as a way to meet 
people who will at least give them 
a chance to be liked, to be found 
interesting, maybe even to find 
something more serious. 

“| for one certainly see nothing 
wrong or sick about that. There 
are a lot of deep and honest feel- 
ings out here,” Machovsky said. 

Of particular interest to 
Machovsky was how honest people 
were being. It’s easy to pretend to 
be something you’re not, when 
you're hiding behind a screen. 
Who’s going to know that instead 
of being the voluptuous 5 feet 7 
inches, 115-pound female love god- 
dess you claim to be, you are in 
fact, a short, overweight, socially 
inept, 75-year-old male. More than 
likely, no one, which is why it’s so 
enticing to stretch the truth or out 
right lie. It does happen, but 
Machovsky said it’s not common. 

“If they are faking everyone 
has done such a darn good job that 
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I haven’t figured them out! I have 
almost (there are a very few excep- 
tions) never felt that someone was 
misrepresenting themselves on 
the Net. Of course, everyone is 
trying to put their best foot for- 
ward, that happens anytime, r/l or 
on the Net,” Machovsky said. 

All in all, Machovsky said the 
Internet is a wonderful tool for 
meeting people, although he did 
run into a few stumbling blocks. 

The first was reality nct meet- 
ing up to his expectations, which 
is not uncommon if one considers 
that in the absence of knowledge, 
we often fill in the blanks with 
made up material, thus creating 
an idealized image. 

“I met two people face to face 
that I had chatted with long dis- 
tance. Both meetings were unsuc- 
cessful. One because the person 
didn’t act like J had expected, the 
other because they didn’t look like 
I had expected,” Machovsky said . 

The second stumbling block, 
which is related to the first, was 
the lack of physical feedback. Physi- 
cal attraction often plays a big 
part when choosing whom we'll 
date. 

It’s more than just the attrac- 
tion to their body type or hair 
color. We can be swayed by their 
facial or body language, the sparkle 
in their eyes when they smile, the 
inflections in their voice when 
they speak, the funny way they 
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crinkle up their nose when the: 
laugh, the sensation of their touch 
and a million other visual cues. 

“In retrospect, the main cor 
cerns would be getting an unrea 
istic picture of the person you ar 
chatting with, emotionally as we 
as physically. The emotional cue 
were more important than 
thought,” Machovsky said. 

So, while there are obvious 
issues that must be reckoned wi 
when searching for roman 
online, it can be done a1 
Machovsky is proof. 

“I met several people loca 
through Match.com, an onli 
dating service, and recently m 
ried a woman IJ met on there. I 
very happy,” Machovsky said. 
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@ Childhood love of science and a 
strong stomach propel Evans to top 
post in the Commonwealth 


By KENYATTA HARRIS 
Staff Reporter 


way to describe Dr. Richard Evans’ recent visit to the 
Lawrence NECC campus. 

Behind him on a table, a slide projector and a large 
oversized briefcase were his assistants for the hour. Evans 
seemed comfortable in his gray suit and dark tie. 

At around five feet eight inches tall and slightly heavyset 
with light brown hair, Evans is someone you wouldn’t 
guess works at an occupation most of us would like to leave 
to the imaginations of horror story writers. 

Evans, chief medical examiner for the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts for more than six years, has spoken at the 
campus in the past to encourage students who are consid- 
ering the criminal justice field. 

Medical examiners are highly trained specialists who 
assist law enforcement in locating and recovering body 
parts. They determine the cause and circumstances of 
deaths in their jurisdiction and protect the public safety by 
identifying biohazards and other threats. 

Called forensic pathologists, they look for everything 
from a strand of hair to the application of advanced 
technology to illuminate a fingerprint which would other- 
wise go unnoticed using traditional techniques. 

Their work requires a high standard of discipline to 
detail. Their findings can make or break a court case. 

In high-profile cases such as the OJ. Simpson trial and 
the JonBenet Ramsey murder investigation, forensic evi- 
dence was critical to law enforcement agencies in trying to 
bring killers to justice. 

Americans often see examples of what happens when 


S tanding room only with high anticipation is the best 
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I was always interested in 
pathology 


questionable or insufficient care is used in the collection of 
evidence. In the OJ. Simpson murder trial, both the law 
enforcement officials and forensic experts were chastised 
for their poor handling of crucial evidence. 

The importance of attention to detail cannot be over- 
stated. 

“T was always interested in pathology, with an interest 
in diseases,” Evans said. “I was the kid looking at pond 
water under a microscope in school.” 

During his slide presentation, Evans showed ways medi- 
cal examiners were able to solve different murders through 
different techniques. He demonstrated this in three ways: 

First, he showed the audience a picture of a pale, white 
mutilated arm that had been bitten by an attacker. While 
everyone agreed these were bite marks, he said there may 
have been other evidence left on the body by the murderer 
which the naked eye and other traditional techniques 
could not see. 

Second, Evans displayed a picture of a hand with a small 
white speck. He said this would be missed by the eye. With 
the use of a CCD camera it was identified as saliva left on 
the victim’s hand by the murderer. 

By using a CCD camera (a camera that uses a specially 
designed electronic chip to gather light for a picture 
instead of the traditional glass prism lens imaging tech- 
niques), medical examiners were able to illuminate saliva 
on the body. Once they identified the fingerprints, they 
were able to track down the killer. 

Third, Evans displayed a picture of a small area of land 
that had ankle high grass and a tree. He explained how in 


Kenyatta Harris photo 
EYE SPY: Dr. Richard Evans, chief medical examiner for 
the Commonwealth, talks about paying attention to the 
small details to criminal justice students on the Lawrence 
campus . 
this case the body had been buried for some time. 

Specially-trained dogs were brought out to sniff the 
area. 

“As the dogs continued their search, they would some- 
times stop and bark at trees,” Evans said. 

He said that as it rained the body began to decompose, 
at which point the remains began to mix with the ground 
water. 

The water would then also be absorbed by the tree. As 
the tree leaves began to evaporate their water, the dogs will 
pick up the odcr in the air. 

This gives both law enforcement agents and the medical 
examiners a better idea where the body may be located 
even though it may have been buried for some time. 

He said being a medical examiner is not a job for the 
faint-at-heart. It’s a profession which requires drive and 
hard work. Evans said, “even with drops in violent crimes, 
homicides are down by at least a third, half of our cases are 
natural deaths.” 

Evans also said his job is a key link in the present and 
ongoing struggle for the truth. 


Adjunct instructor advocating for area children 
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@ Sociology teacher 
helps the less-fortunate 


By GEORGE WARD 
Wire Editor 


art-time behavioral sciences instruc 

tor Kirsten Klueber has a full plate. 

Aside from her sociology class, Klueber 
is a counselor for emotionally and physi- 
cally abused children in the Merrimack 
Valley. 

Klueber did her undergraduate educa- 
tion at Rutgers University, where she ma- 
jored in women’s studies. She then did her 
graduate studies at Boston College, where 
she got her master’s degree in sociology. 
While at Boston College, she worked as a 
teacher’s assistant for three class sections a 
week. 

She got a job with the department of 
social services as a case management coun- 
selor. Her duties at DSS included home 
visits with the children, setting up a service 
plan, making the correct referrals, going to 
numerous court hearings and other meet- 
ings concerning the overall welfare of the 
child in that case. 

“My most rewarding experience at DSS 
was when a Case was put on a permanent 
plan. This either meant that they were 
placed back at home, adopted, or whatever 
the plan for that particular case was. To see 
things get back to normal for a case was a 
great feeling.” 

Klueber’s work with DSS was mainly 
within the Hispanic community. There she 
dealt with children from broken homes. 
She also dealt with the kids who needed to 
be in protective care. Many of the kids that 
saw Klueber were from the inner city. Some 
were either gang members or addicted to 
drugs. 

“Many of these kids come from abusive 
families,” she said. “Getting them into stable 
homes is important.” 

She left DSS after five years to work with 


young children with behavioral and emo- 
tional problems. She has worked with these 
kids for the past year. They range in age 
from three to five years and often come 
from the same adverse conditions as her 
cases at DSS. 

“These kids come from homes where 
there isn’t much in the way of limits or 
consistency in their lives,” she said. “There 
is a lack of parenting in these homes.” 

Klueber works with kids that have disor- 
ders such as Attention Deficit Disorder and 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. 

“Medi- 
cations are 
given too 
easily to 
young kids 
with emo- 
tional dis- 
Orders, — 
she said. 
“Medica- 
lO) 1S 
aren’t al- 
ways help- 
ful. More 
attention 
should be 
given to 
getting 
these kids 
in a more 
controlled 
and super- 
vised at- 
mosphere 
than giv- 
ing them 
medicine.” 

From 
th e.rer 
Klueber’s 
degree in 
sociology 
and her ex- 
perience 
as a tea- 
cher’s as- 
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sistant, helped her obtain an instructor’s 
position at NECC. She is teaching Intro to 
Sociology. Her idea was to try something 
different. 

“Some people are at DSS for years,” she 
said. “The work no longer fulfills them, but 
the financial rewards and benefits are good, 
so they stay. That is why I left. It was time 
to try something new.” 

She also said she would do some things 
differently if she could start over. 

“It’s tough to find a way to teach a class 
that has so many different academic abili- 
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road so that everybody in the class under- 
stands the material. It was also tough to get 
comfortable with the class itself. There are 
so many different personalities in the class,” 
said Klueber. 

Although she enjoys teaching, Klueber is 
not looking too far ahead. 

“I don’t know where I'll be in five or 10 
years. I may be teaching more, or I may be 
doing more social work. I may be doing 
something totally opposite from what lam 
doing now. I really don’t know right now.” 
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Cruise along the Na Pali 
coast, step back in time 


@ It’s rugged yet 
beautiful and off 
the beaten path 


By GRACE PIAZZA 
Staff Reporter 


Tourists usually visit Waikiki 
Beach and Pearl Harbor while other 
places in the Hawaiian islands are 
left to nature and off the beaten 
track. 

You can experience the tropi- 
cal splendor of the unspoiled Ha- 
waii of the past if you visit the Na 
Pali Coast of Kauai, the Hawaiian 
Island furthest away from the U.S. 
mainland. 

A tour along this coast con- 
trasts sharply with a visit to Hono- 
lulu. It is wild, uninhabited and 
accessible only by hiking along 
rugged cliffs or sailing along the 
coast, whereas Honolulu is densely 
populated, modern and full of traf 
fic jams. 

A cruise by catamaran or rub- 
ber inflatable boat offers the tour- 
ist an exciting ride and scenic 
view of this exotic coastline. You 
might see dolphins or a sea turtle 
if you take a morning cruise, but 


you must booka few days ahead as 
these tours are popular. 

Coastal weather is unpredict- 
able and often rough, particularly 
in the afternoon when the trade 
winds blow stronger. Catamarans 
sail well in the rough waters as 
they can slice through low waves 
and glide along the crest of high 
waves. 

This kind of maneuvering cre- 
ates the sensation ofsurfing which 
is fun. An occasional dousing is to 
be expected, but most tourists 
enjoy the sea spray in the warm 
months. 

Cruise boats set out from 
Hanalei Bay, located at the north- 
eastern tip of the island. 

Sailing from the bay takes you 
away from civilization. A half mile 
away to the west by northwest lies 
the Na Pali Coast. Steep cliffs par- 
tially covered by vegetation soon 
come into view. 

The Na Pali Coast is a long 
stretch of volcanic coast formed 
over a million years ago, but left to 
nature, miraculously untouched 
by the technological age — no ra- 
dar, no cable, no link to the mod- 
ern world in sight. A cruise here is 
like a step back in time to a primi- 
tive and ancient land. 


Small wonder this mighty cliff 
was the location chosen for the 
filming of the movie “Jurassic Park: 
The Lost World.” The only sign of 
life for miles was a sea bird flying 
overhead and a lone mountain 
goat whose profile stood out 
against the sky on top of a craggy 
cliff. 

The captain narrates some his- 
tory during the cruise. Scientists 
speculate that a tribe of ancient 
Hawaiians, a rugged breed, once 
inhabited this rocky coast. They 
fished off the rocks and slept on or 
between them or in caves. Legend 
has it that they were giants with 
golden-brown skin. 

The movie industry is enam- 
ored with this coastline and has 
shot scenes of many movies there, 
including “Raiders of the Lost Arc,” 
“Goldfinger,” “The Thornbirds,” 
“South Pacific” and “Tarzan.” 

Another attraction for tourists 
on all the Hawaiian islands is snor- 
keling. The captain cut the engine 
off a sandy beach about 30 yards 
from shore and announced it was 
time to put on our snorkeling gear 
and go overboard where the depth 
was about 30 feet. 

Even a novice can enjoy snor- 
keling there without fear of sink- 
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LOOKING UP: Sea caves and waterfalls dot the Na Pali coast. 


ing. Tropical fish were abundant 
and silver colored, plainer than 
the brightly colored fish seen later 
swimming along Maui's coral reef. 

Along the coastline, caves with 
waterfalls flowing over them dot 
the coast. Our captain announced 
that we could sail into sea caves if 
no claustrophobic passenger ob- 
jected. Even the old ladies on board 
were game. One of the longest 
waterfalls in the world rained on 
us. Nobody seemed to mind get- 
ting wet. Peals of laughter rang 
out in the cave. 

On the way back to Hanalei 
Bay, waves tossed our boat and 
one spectacular rogue wave sur- 
prised us as it suddenly towered 
and fell over us, then sloshed out 
of the rocking boat. Our craft 


bobbed up and down like a cork. 

The sun broke through the 
clouds early during the trip back 
to Hanalei Bay. The bright tropical 
sunlight made the turquoise color 
of the ocean and the green vegeta- 
tion more vivid. The handiwork of 
the Creator is awesome to behold. 

In this primitive place, you can 
understand the call of the wild 
and the yearning of explorers such 
as Magellan and Captain Cook who 
dared to venture into the un- 
charted Pacific Ocean, not know- 
ing whether the islands were in- 
habited, the natives hostile, the 
volcanoes erupting. 

The adventure was over, but 
the experience of penetrating this 
remote and beautiful coastline will 
stay in my memory forever. 


Tattooing: the needle and the damage done 


@ Don’t do it before 
you’re ready as 
removal is difficult 


By DAVID GAUDREAU 
Staff Reporter 


tall timid woman in her 

A twenties slowly slides 

into the black leather chair, 

her hands trembling like an alco- 

holic before his or her first drink. 

She looks at the artist and asks “ Is 
it as bad as they say?” 

“It’s more of an aggravating 
pain like a cat scratching over and 
over,” responds the artist Mike 
LaFontaine, of Tattoo Fever in 
Pelham, N.H. In a matter of five 
minutes this woman will pay $50 
for a tattoo the size of a quarter. 

Not bad if you’re on the receiv- 
ing end of that $50. On the way out 
she proudly displays a little island 
on her left ankle. 

“My husband’s gonna kill me,” 
she said. After years of hanging 
around tattoo shops seeing all 
kinds of tattoos, from large to 
small, crazy to trendy, one can’t 


criticize as to what’s cool or not, 
enjoying all of them from home 
jobs to prison to the best artists in 
the country. 

Today tattoos are showing up 
everywhere-on athletes, movie 
and rock stars and professional 
wrestlers. The business to start 
right now would be a removal 
clinic. In five to 10 years, a good 
percentage of them will be having 
them removed. 

Most people have ideas for tat- 
toos if they don’t already have 
them, and the ones that do have 
them, have ideas for their third 
and fourth. 

“The average age of the people 
who come here is about 20. IfI was 
to say anything to these kids, it 
would be wait a while and think it 
out. You'll notice that the choices 
will change about 70 percent of 
the time. But I’m not here to give 
advice,” Lafontaine said. 

Some tattoos which they might 
consider a long time are gang or 
race supremacy tattoos. 

“Tve done many swastikas, and 
I’ve also covered many. It really 
doesn’t bother me. It has more to 
do with the individual receiving it. 
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The people who get these are the 
ones that usually end up in jail 
anyway. They ll have to make their 
own excuses.” 

As far as pain goes, everyone 
has their own definitions for the 
word. 

“Tve had these huge muscle 
guys walk out after only a half 
hour, claiming that they couldn’t 
take anymore. If you keep think- 
ing about it, it will eventually get 
to you. It’s actually kind of funny 
they start shaking so bad I can’t 


press against. It’s also hard be- 
cause of the amount of fat in that 
area. 

“Tt’s like doing the whole tat- 
too twice because you have to 
stretch the skin so much. People 
usually want the most detail in 
that area and for that I have to use 
one needle, and that will cause the 
most discomfort,” Lafontaine said. 

One thing to make sure of is 
choosing a safe artist. Make sure 
they open up a brand new needle 
right out of the package. Also, 


draw correctly. 
Women are 
usually easy to 
do; they have a 
high threshold 
for pain and 
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people usually forget the ink is as 
contaminated as the needle. Be 
sure they throw the ink away. 

Also, be choosy. Remember 
whatever you get is going to be 
there fora long time. And ifyou do 
get it removed, you're going to 
have a nasty scar and discolored 
tissue in the tattooed area. 

One rule of thumb is no boy/ 
girlfriends names. You will never 
know when they will start or end. 
Save yourself from some uncom- 
fortable explaining. 
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® Red hot group sets the 
standard for music that 
will carry us into the 
millennium 


By BETH WHITE 
Arts Editor 


: if J sed to be when a band was heralded 
as being “at the top of their game,” 
* you could count on a lot of good 
music and longevity. In the 90s that acco- 
lade doesn’t stretch as far as it used to. This 
is the era of “been there done that... and 
sometimes you’re embarrassed you got the 
T-shirt.” 
What is red hot today might be stone 
cold tomorrow. You could say that about 


nearly every decade, but it seems truer now 


than ever before. Consider, there haven’t 

_ been a lot of superstar bands to emerge in 
the last 10 years. 

Anyone’s personal preferences aside, the 


- 
3 90s haven’t seen the likes of talent the 
_ caliber of the Rolling Stones, The Eagles, 


+ 


gs 


Fleetwood Mac and Aerosmith, who con- 
tinue to sell out stadiums in record time. 
These bands have careers spanning across 
generations, where their music had to evolve 
to keep pace with the changing times. 
Though they might sound a bit tired after 
sO many years of performing, they still 
maintain their superstar presence and abil- 
ity to crank out hits. 
The last great band emergence occurred 
in the ’80s when U2 broke free from a 
following of intimate worshipers to bask in 
international adoration. There have been 


near misses since. Nirvana showed plenty 
of style and depth, but when front man Kurt 
Cobain took his life the band deep sixed. 
Even Pearl Jam, who once helped bring 
“grunge” music to prominence, no longer 
wields the influence it once did. 

The Dave Matthews Band shows prom- 
ise of stepping into the gap and becoming 
the next great break out band. Just a few 
short years ago, this five-man band was 
playing colleges and smallish arenas to 
great acclaim by critics and their base of 
fans, but without the widespread recogni- 
tion. 

These days arenas are selling out and 
fans are paying huge amounts of money for 
a coveted ticket to one of Dave Matthews’ 
shows on their international tour. Their 
more devoted fans have been known to 
drive tremendous distances to catch a show, 
and they feel it was worth every minute of 
the 20 odd hour ride from Massachusetts to 
South Carolina. 

DMB finally has gotten the recognition, 
and it is well deserved. Their last three 
releases have proven they are not made 
from the fluke mold. 1994s “Under the 
Table and Dreaming” was the band’s major 
label debut and contained the hits “Satel- 
lite” and the title track and since then there 
has been no stopping them. Their sopho- 
more release “Crash” received tons of air- 
play time with hits like “Tripping Billies” 
and the immensely popular “Crash” track. 

With their latest offering, “Before these 
Crowded Streets,” released this summer, 
The Dave Matthews Band has cemented 
themselves as tried and true. Songs from 
the CD keep hitting the music charts. Al- 
ready, three songs have garnered huge air- 
play time. Given the trend, the CD should 


produce even more hits with each new 
track. 

One important key to their success is 
that they don’t sound like everyone else. 
Their sound is a mix ofjazz, blues, and rock. 
Fans of DMB can easily recognize the saw- 
ing violin playing of Boyd Tinsley, much 
like fans of Van Halen know the guitar riffs 
of Eddie Van Halen The distinctive vocal 
work of Dave Matthews is not in danger of 
being mistaken for someone else’s either. 

In addition, fans are treated to creativity 
and diversity in both music and song writ- 
ing. DMB has succeeded in keeping their 
songs fresh and original. 

Nowhere is this clearer than on their 


Artwork courtesy of RCA Records 
latest CD. “Before these Crowded Streets” 
has an alluring range of feel good, ener- 
gized music (Stay .. . Wasting Time), to the 
grittier, edgier chords of “Don’t Drink The 
Water.” Then the band changes direction 
again and gives a soulful, torchy ballad that 
escalates into a rousing violin number. 

The last few years have musically be- 
longed to The Dave Matthews Band. Few 
groups seem to possess the same enduring 
presence to carry them into the millen- 
nium. 

The Dave Matthews Band is the newest 
definition of what a superstar band is, and 
its about time the waning ’90s produced 
one. 


Rappers battle it out in ‘Can’t We Get Along’ concert 
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@ New England 
MC’s step up to the 
mic for lyric wars in 
Lawrence 


By DAVID COUSINS 
Staff Reporter 


and Dangerous Productions 
of Roxbury hosted The fifth 
annual, “Can’t We Get Along 
Battle,” at the Masonic Temple in 
Lawrence recently showcasing 
musical talent from New England. 

“You ain’t stopping this,” said 
Queen Z., the only woman in the 
contest, which had a crowd of 400 
people. 

In the final round, she ripped a 
childhood favorite saying in re- 
sponse to a down and dirty attack 
from her opponent, Black Mike, 
representing the group Killa Spree. 

She was a late addition to 30 
signed and unsigned MCs. Contes- 
tants were chosen by their freestyle 
talents and reputations. 

Contestants ranged in ages of 
15 - 33. All around winners were 
chosen by measuring crowd re- 
sponse with a noise meter. The 
first round featured 15 battles, in 
which two MCs rhymed for 60 
seconds each. 

Inthe subsequent three rounds, 
MCs rocked for two minutes each, 
taking turns battling minute for 
minute. Matchups were deter- 
mined by pulling a name out ofa 


[_2stoaneese Records 


hat. 

Interesting pairings and upsets 
occurred; the biggest victim of the 
night was 1040A from the group 
Dangerous Colored Boyz repre- 
senting Roxbury. 

“It’s very important for him to 
handle his business tonight, espe- 
cially having a record being re- 
leased next year,” said Eric -C-, 
CEO of Family records, before the 
contest started. 

“What we're trying to do is 
make a statement thatit’s all right 
to handle your business. He’s the 
bread of our company, he’s the tax 
man, so you know he is a marked 
man.” 

He should have asked the IRS 
for a tax refund, because he was 
handled like a mark in the first 
round, by unsigned Black Mike. 

“Bust a-cap in ya, ya lookin 
strange to us, hiding behind that 
whack family at Dangerous, so 
before ya start this fight, pic up 
the mic and ask somebody, or 
better yet fax somebody,” he said 
with a fury. 

Leaving 1040A still trying to 
file his tax returns, Black Mike 
paced the stage, even doing push 
ups. 

“These new jacks are hungry,” 
1040A said after his mugging. “All 
props goes out to these up coming 
young artist. I was there once.” 

“This has taken me back to the 
day, when I was on the street 
corner with the crew,” said re- 
cording artist 2-BIG, knocked out 
in the first round by Queen Z. 
“Everyone out there know I got 


skills; the question is what ya 
gonna do when someone is rip- 
ping you apart on the mic? Can 
you hold it down when the spot- 
light is on?” 

Recording artist Damag-ya 
couldn’t, after his first round de- 
parture at the hands of Mark-A, 
representing Family Records and 
the Dangerous Colored Boyz. DJ 
Klash had to issue a no booing 
order to the crowd. 

Things really got out of hand 
when Dangerous Colored Boyz 
rushed the stage when the G.O.D. 
Crew from New York, began taunt- 
ing them by flashing gang signs. 

The battle between the two 
groups was handled by security. It 
was the most controversial battle 
all evening with DCB edging out 
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G.O.D. Crew by one decibel on the 
meter. 

Queen Z waxed Flaming Candle 
in the semi finals. Dangerous Col- 
ored Boyz representative Mark-A 
and Black Mike went toe to toe for 
the chance to face her in the fi- 
nals. 

Black Mike came out swinging 
at Mark-A with lyrics like: “when 
it comes time to step to this mic, 
yo don’t kid around, cause ya know 
I don’t sit around, so come wit it 
boy , don’t hide the rest, kid spelled 
backwards describes ya best.” 

He sounded like a Kid and Play 
clone, but good enough to get him 
into the finals. 

The final round found Queen Z 
almost becoming a victim of Black 
Mike’s verbal sexual assault. “Bitch 


Check out our web page today at 


http://observer.necc.mass.edu 
Watch for this page to grow & improve next semester 


hold your tongue roll. I'll grab a 
pole and poke a hole in your soul.” 
Queen Z wasn’t having nor 
hearing this, finally nailing Mike’s 
coffin shut and the championship 
with lyrics like these: “ Don’t think 
I’m gonna flinch, Cause ina sense, 
I can count the three inch.” Black 
Mike was left with the short end. 
“This was the first time in his- 
tory of this event, a female has 
captured the title,” Eric -C- said. 
Queen Z will receive a contract 
with Family Records, but terms 
have not been disclosed yet. 


“This years event was very en- 
tertaining; I applaud her and the 
others that performed and sh awed 
what talent they have,” Eric -C- 
said. Maybe next year. 
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@ No substitute for the 
big adrenaline rush of 
extreme sports 


FALL OF THE PHANTOM LORD 
By ANDREW TODHUNTER 
ANcHOoR. 210 pp. $23.95 


REVIEWED BY JOHN DORFMAN 
For the Washington Post 


T h e “adventure literature” genre is 
going strong these days, what with 
the tremendous success of such books 
as “Into Thin Air” and “The Perfect Storm,” 
so it’s not surprising that publishing houses 
are eager to surf this wave as long as it lasts. 
Not that stories of adventure or great physi- 
cal risk ate anything new. 

The difference is that back then few 
readers thought seriously of emulating such 
heroes, whereas nowadays we have “ex- 
treme sports,” through which anybody game 
enough can capture at least some of the 
feeling of being wholly outside the settled 
realm of the normal and the safe. 

Andrew Todhunter is an amateur of 
extreme sports (the flap copy calls him an 
“adventurer of all trades”) and a chronicler 
of same for the Atlantic Monthly. His book 
seems calculated to exploit the current 
craze, but instead of writing about yuppies 
doing Everest on vacation, he has concen- 
trated on a small coterie of obsessively 
dedicated rock climbers around Lake Tahoe, 
who sacrifice income, stability and even 
family to do the one thing that makes their 
lives worth living: scaling sheer walls of 
stone or ice, hanging thousands of feet in 
the air by a rope or a finger, and occasion- 
ally diving off bridges and towers in a 
complicated harness device that catapults 
you high into the air just before you hit 
bottom-unless of course you have made 
even the slightest miscalculation, in which 
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case it converts you into a sticky smear on 
the rocks or a drowned corpse in the water. 

Their leader by acclamation is a 32-year 
old half-Japanese American named Dan 
Osman, son of a cop and, descendant of 
Samurai’s, a part-time carpenter who has 
managed to make a kind of living from 
climbing, allowing himself to be photo- 
graphed doing extreme things as endorse- 
ments for outdoor products. 

Todhunter’s idea was to hang out with 
Osman, accompanying him on climbs, and 
the book is nominally a profile of him- 
although in the end Osman, though appeal- 
ing, is not a vivid enough figure to unify the 
book. He is too quiet, almost colorless on 
purpose, modest, inner-directed and monk 
like in his ascetic devotion to perfecting his 
art. 

And it is an art form. Osman brings an 
aesthete’s regard for form and balance to 
climbing, and it’s clear from watching him 
through Todhunter’s eyes that it’s not just 
getting to the top that counts, it’s how you 
get there. The point is to get there in style 
and without wasting effort. Todhunter 
writes, “If Osman knows that x alone is 
more than enough to safely protect a given 
route, it is gratuitous, and thus wasteful, to 
protect the route with X+X+X. In pursuit of 
mastery ... one strives to attain or express 
a condition just so, and chasms of medioc- 
rity ... yawn on either side.” 

The X’s in question are “anchors” made 
of spikes, cams, carabiners, and rope - that 
secure the climber as he or she grapples up 
arock formation. A climber who has reached 
the top ofa formation “belays,” or supports, 
the climber below on the other end of the 
rope. One’s life is literally on the line, so 
Todhunter is understandably miffed when 
Osman’s aesthetic sense leads him to take 
chances with Todhunter’s hide. But the 
author perseveres, and as he does, we learn 
a great deal about climbing: what it is, its 
special lingo, and its legendary figures and 


founders — few if any of whose names are 
known to the general public. 

Among the interesting details is the 
Yosemite Decimal System, so different from 
the one beloved by school librarians, ac- 
cording to which a climb is rated 1 if it can 
be walked, 2 ifone must “scramble,” 5ifone 
can climb it by just grabbing onto the rock 
(called “free climbing”) and 6 if one needs 
“aid” in the form of bolts drilled into the 
surface one is climbing. “Landmarks in 
climbing,” Todhunter tells us, “occur when 
classic routes — long believed to require aid- 
finally ‘go free,’ or surrender entirely to a 
free ascent.” Each main number division 
was originally broken down decimally: 5.1, 
5.2; etc., but as climbers repeatedly topped 
themselves, they got to 5.9. The problem 
was that there were obviously feasible and 
harder free climbs yet to do, so the intrepid 
cataloguers just pressed on to 5.10, 5.11, 
and so forth, in a show of mathematical 
impossibility and rock climbing possibility. 
To date, the world climbing community has 
reached 5.14. Each new route is named by 
the climber who “sets” it— discovers, climbs, 
and plots it out. Osman and his friends like 
to give their routes evocative names like 
“Earn Your Wings,” “Psycho Monkey,” 
“Funky Cold Medina,” and “Blood in My 
Chalk Bag” (from the chalk that climbers 
use to give their fingers traction). 

While Osman may be a modern day 
samurai, the other climbers seem more like 
ordinary American party animals. Their 
tastes run to heavy metal bands like White 
Zombie, getting wasted on weekends, smok- 
ing too many cigarettes, and being in rather 
unstable romantic and domestic situations. 
One wonders, is their kind of climbing a 
mystical quest for self-mastery and 
epiphany, just plain fun, or adrenaline ad- 
diction? Or perhaps something else? It seems 
that certain people, for some reason, feel 
real and alive only when facing and con- 
quering fear. Extreme athletes may seem 
fearless, but if they were, it wouldn’t work. 
There would be no point. 


In icons this psychaieleys Todhunter 
is also referring to himself. He recounts for 
us his misspent youth, when he liked to do 
things like drive a motorcycle drunk. at 
night on a bridge at 140 m.p.h. what con- 
verted him from this approach to life was 
getting married and having a child, as he 
explains in the sections that, evidently, are 
the “meditation on the role of risk and fear” 
advertised on the jacket. 

This meditation basically boils down to 
the rather obvious fact that love of and 
responsibility to others eventually make us 
not want to risk our lives and permanently 
deprive them of our company. ff 

Todhunter takes himself very seriously 
indeed, and gives us more detail than we 
really want or need about his intimate 
relations with his wife, her pregnancy, and 
their baby daughter. The stuff about rock 
climbing is a lot more interesting. 


Creating hollow echoes of Turgenev’'s ‘First Love’ 


® Updated plot of an old 
Russian novel doesn’t 
evoke the original’s spirit 


SALTWATER 
By CHARLES SIMMONS 
CHRONICLE. 175 pp. $19.95 


REVIEWED BY DONNA RIFKIND 
For the Washington Post 


he book is called “Salt Water,” sug 

| gesting both tears and the ocean. But 

for all the briny swells of its imagery, 

not to mention the tragic eroticism of its 

plot, Charles Simmons’s fifth novel is sur- 
prisingly juiceless. 

“Salt Water” is a tale of sexual love and 
betrayal so restrained, so pared to its essen- 
tials, that it very nearly maroons itself ona 
sand bar of its own making. 

“In the summer of 1963 I fell in love and 
my father drowned.” 

So begins the story of 15-year-old Michael 
as he vacations with his parents at their 
summer home on Bone Point, a tiny island 
off the coast of New England. Father whom 
Michael idolizes, is a handsome flirt and an 
ardent sailor and swimmer; Mother is a 
jealous bystander. 

Michael himself knows more than he 


admits about the subtleties of his parents’ 


marriage, hoping for the best. “I wanted 
everyone I loved to be close,” he admits. 

Enter trouble, in the form of Mrs. Merta 
and her 20-year-old daughter; who arrive to 
rent the family’s guest house next door. 

Everyone in the little island community 
is charmed by this pair of exuberant sexpots, 
and Michael is spellbound, especially by the 
daughter, named Zina, on whom he quickly 
develops a ferocious crush. 

Zina treats him kindly but a little dis- 
tractedly, for her attention is occupied else- 
where. Before long, Michael discovers a 
secret which he then tries unsuccessfully to 
deny: The person with whom Zina is having 
an affair is his own beloved father. 

The drama of Michael's loss of inno- 
cence takes place in a blithely beautiful 
setting. The natural elements here are both 
benevolent and ominous. Alluring and dis- 
turbing, the mood of the novel shadows 
Michael as his own moods swing from 
childish elation to painfully mature de- 
spair. 

If his father’s betrayal of his son seems a 
particularly harsh way for a teenager to be 
initiated into the turbulent waters of adult 
relationships, it may also sound familiar to 
anyone with a passing knowledge of Rus- 
sian literature, since “Salt Water” is a fairly 


_ faithful adaptation of Ivan Turgenev’s fa- 


mous short novel, “First Love.” 

Although Simmons has updated and 
Americanized Turgenev’s Moscow of 1833, 
where “First Love” takes place, nearly all of 
the important plot points, and many of the 
smaller details, remain the same. 

Two questions arise: Why did Simmons 
choose to rewrite a classic Turgenev story, 
and why does Simmons’s version seem so 
brittle and bloodless next to Turgenev’s 
more robust original? 

To guess at the answer to the first ques- 
tion is easiest. Simmons was an editor for 
over 20 years at the New York Times Book 
Review, and his last novel, “The Belles Lettres 
Papers,” was a dark satire of that organiza- 
tion. 

It’s not hard to feel sympathetic toward 
a person whose job has required him to 
read a lot of second-rate novels who then, 
upon retirement retreats into the work of a 
much loved master and feels inspired to 
imitate him. 

Throughout “Salt Water,” a reader feels 
the depth of Simmons’s admiration for 
Turgenev as something heartfelt and more 
heartfelt and pure, in fact, than Simmons’s 


allegiance to his own fictional characters. 

And herein lies the rather fascinating 
answer to the second question. Turgenev 
often cited “First Love” as his favorite of his 
own fictions. What he loved about this 
elegant story, written as a diversion be- 
tween the weighty novels, “On the Eve” and 
“Fathers and Sons,” was its fidelity to the 
details of his own early life. 

If Turgenev’s is a story inspired first by 
autobiographical details, however, “Salt 
Water” was kindled not by its author’s 
sense of fidelity to real people but by his_ 
fidelity to literature. 

It is someone else’s tale that the reader 
senses is Simmons’s first love here, not the 
flesh and hearts of his characters, not the 
salt and spray of their tears. 

The truer drama in the book concerns 
the relationship between modern author 
and literary forbear, a relationship which 
comes across as much more turbulent and 
absorbing than the spindly narrative of the 
novel itself. 

Not even the powerfully effective setting 
of “Salt Water” can save it from emotional 
dehydration. The oversaturated atmosphere, 
in fact, only highlights the inadequacies of 
Simmons’s spare characterizations. 

“Fear the love of women, fear that hap- 
piness, that poison, “the dying father ex- 
horts his son at the end of “First Love.” 

So should a practicing novelist fear his 
own love of great Russian literature. 


@ Page 19 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 1998 


Taking a new look at a Dickens’ classic 


@ Jesters’ acrobatics add 
new twist to old English 
tale 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Contributing Editor 


harles Dickens would have applauded 

this production of his legendary tale, 

“A Christmas Carol” at the North 
Shore Music Theater in Beverly. 

The ‘theater in the round’ with its circu- 
lar stage and surrounding audience has no 
problem converting itselfinto bustling Lon- 
don streets, elegant dining halls or eerie 
apparitions. 

Devoid of wing space, curtains or con- 
structed scenery, actors enter and exit 
through hidden ramps and trap doors, while 
props and scenery suspend and retract al- 
most magically. 

Musicians are perched atop a 12 foot 
high bridge and trumpeters and fiddlers 
are occasionally spotlighted among the 
audience. 

A unique part of the ensemble is a pair 
of zippy, dexterous “jesters” who backflip, 
cartwheel, roll and tumble to facilitate 
scenes and improvise as carolers and imp- 
ish spirits who contort their bodies into 
human chairs. 

The special effects enchant the audience 
from the first appearance of Jacob Marley’s 
ghost. 

Shackled, chained and illuminated, 


Overlooked group makes great music 


@ Atlanta duo pleases the 
crowd at their Palladium 


show 

By VINNIE TITONE 

Staff Reporter 
ertain groups get overlooked in 
the music industry. OutKast is one of 
those groups. 


This duo of Andre and Big Boi hail from 
the “Dirty South,” Atlanta. They’re an un- 
usual pair, but that’s what produces great 
music. 

Andre is the down to earth member, 
who likes to be by himself and is vegan to 
the extreme. Big Boi is the party type; he 
likes to drink and go to strip clubs. 

They’ve dubbed themselves “The Player 
and the Poet.” 

They’ve made three brilliant albums so 
far. The only thing the three have in com- 
mon is they have nothing in common. 
Every album has a different attitude, and 
deals with different subject matter 

They ve finally taken that success on the 
road. Touring with the Black Eyed Peas, 
they recently touched down in Worcester. 

The Palladium played host to this nearly 
sold out show. This was somewhat surpris- 
ing. According to the ticket vendor, “this 
turnout wasn’t expected; we’re almost sold 
out.” 

That’s probably because OutKast’s influ- 
ence isn’t really evident outside of the 
South. However, plenty of people were there, 
whether it was to see a show, or as one 
concert goer said, “I’m here to drink and 
have a good time. I don’t care who I see.” 

Well, he picked a decent night. It opened 
up with some female rapper coming on 
stage for about 15 minutes. 

She was followed by the Black Eyed Peas. 
The Peas could turn out a decent crowd 
themselves having a solid debut album, and 
touring all summer on hip-hop’s biggest 


Marley’s clamorous entry terrifies Scrooge 
as his wailing image looms high above the 
stage. Tethered to an invisible wire, he 
suddenly swoops down in careening move- 
ments aided by the barely visible jesters. 

The spirit of Christmas Past glides about 
the stage (assisted by the ever nimble 
maneuverings of the jesters) enclothed ina 
beautiful white gown, taking Scrooge 
through scenes of his childhood and young 
adulthood. 

The larger than life spirit of Christmas 
Present smoothly makes his entrance on 
stilts, hidden by lush velvet robes, carrying 
a “torch” that emits fiery blasts as he her- 
alds the lavishes of the rich and cries of the 
poor. 

But it is the spirit of Christmas Future 
that breaks away from the traditional 
hooded, faceless grim reaper of the classic 
tale. 

Dressed in a wide-brimmed black top 
hat, white tuxedo shirt, long black cape, 
gray pants and white gloves, he plods about 
in long slow motion strides as he makes his 
way to Scrooge’s dreaded future. 

The graveyard transforms before our 
eyes as thick clouds of fog roll along the 
earth. One by one, headstones slowly rise 
up from the depths of darkness with nerve- 
shattering screeching sounds. 

The final tombstone emerges with a 
thunderous roar as the earth opens up from 
under the Spirit, raising his ominous figure 


tour, “Smokin’ Grooves,” all summer. They 
played for about a half-hour to hype the 
crowd up. With the live band for instru- 
mentation it makes for an excellent con- 


cert. 

About a half-hour after they finished, 
Dre and the Boi touched down. They opened 
with “ATLiens,” and moved through differ- 
ent cuts from every album. 

They played in specific order, moving 
from song to song with few pauses. It 
seemed all-good with the crowd, as it al- 
lowed for more songs. 

The songs that hit the hardest were 
“Skew It On the Barb-B,” “Elevators,” and 
“Player’s Ball.” All those got the people up 
off their feet and dancing. 

They closed with their newest single 
“Rosa Parks,” which is getting regular rota- 
tion on radio stations everywhere. They 
then ended with “The Art of Storytellin’ 
(Part 1).” 

Even Cee-Lo from fellow LaFace 
labelmates the Goodie Mob appeared to 
help with his own song “Black Ice.” 

Witchdoctor, also from LaFace, showed 
up to do his “Holiday.” It was hard to tell 
exactly what was being played at times. 

The sound system was horrible. Much of 
what OutKast was saying and the beats 
were drowned out by too much bass. It 
made some songs unrecognizable until they 
were half done. 

Apparently the awful weather spilled 
over inside. There were a few testy people 
who almost got into altercations over acci- 
dentally getting bumped into. As one of the 
tough guys said, “No one bumps into me.” 

These were quickly broken up, and most 
everyone else understood that you get hit at 
a concert. 

Overall despite the sound, which wasn’t 
OutKast’s fault, and some surly people, it 
was a good night. This performance gets 
four mics. 


File photo 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS: The Observer staff wishes you a happy semester break. See you 


in 1999! 
10 feet before bursting into flames that 
engrave Scrooge’s epitaph. 

The audience recovers from the jolt with 
rousing applause. 

The show, interspersed with song and 
dance is carried off by the energetic cast 
with smooth transitions despite limited 
space and some very young children. 

Several of the members play dual roles, 
and the tale is narrated by a man we later 
learn to be the adult Tiny Tim. 


Scrooge’s character is played by David 
Coffee who has held the lead role for the 
past seven years. 

Seating at the theatre is not obstructed. 
There is one intermission that includes the 
usual array of refreshments and a surpris- 
ing offering of cappuccinos, ice cream and 
cakes. 


The show runs through Dec 20. Tickets 
cost $28 to $32. 


Learn what it’s like to work in the 
communications field, a choice which 
can lead to career opportunities in 
newspapers, magazines, publishing, 
television, radio and more 


Try out a course next semester: 
- Journalism I 
- Broadcast Reporting 
- Television Production 


Questions? Contact program coordinator Joseph T. LeBlanc 
at 978-556-3391 or use email: jleblanc@necc.mass.edu 


Liberal Arts| 
Journalism 
Broadcasting 


An Option 
For the 21st Century 
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PC & Pixel 


Tl have a 
cappuccino, 


A&E editor at end 
of the road at NECC 


sou should 
stick with the 
onardo 
DeCaf rio. 


ae hs 1S 
RIDICULOUS! ! 
m I just want 4 

iN coffee! 
iid AD, 


We're 
servin 
meee 


WOD He EUE Aww 


You mean an 
Al Puccino 2 


@ The ride 
was fine aside 
from a few 
self-inflicted 
speed bumps 


ell it’s here: the time of year when the birds go 
Ws the grandparents go south, and so do all 

ideas of beach days for another five and a half 
months. Yup, it’s winter, though up until a few days ago, 
Mother Nature hadn’t gotten the memo. I applaud your 
tardiness, madame. 

It is also the end of the semester. I'd like to thank my 
brain cells for getting me here — all three of them. It’s a 
lovely time of the year — cramming for finals and rushing 
to the bookstore to return your text books — all the time 
wondering if they were worth the $60 you paid. 

This is my big au revoir. The big see ya la bye-bye. It is 
time for me to venture out from the hallowed halls of 
NECC. Yes, I’m being unleashed upon the greater populace 
to harass and stupefy and dodge parole officers. 

My greatest sorrow about my impending departure is 
not solving one of the most boggling mysteries of all: the 
exact chemical make up and origin of that blob of primor- 
dial ooze at the end of the outside stairwell of the B- 
Building. 

It’s been there at least as long as I have. It hasn’t 
increased by any large degree, but neither has it shown any 
indication of going away. It makes bird plop look innocent, 
and-we all know how nasty the digestive tract of seagulls 
and pigeons can be. 

I have spent two anda half semesters wondering what 
would happen if I put my foot in it. I can openly‘say 1am 
a coward. No sole of mine has ever breached the “snot 
spot.” 

All I know is this spot will remain here on campus after 
I've gone. Other feet will dodge it. Other students will 
glance down at it with a mixture of disgust and wonder, 
and yet, I will never know why this spot has endured time, 
nature and custodians with such success: I mean, the spot 
never changes; it’s like the Dick Clark of oozes. 

Aside from this trauma, I will take other things away 
with me from NECC. 

Contrary to popular belief, this is not Grade 13. I am 
proud of my achievements here and must thank each and 
all of my professors for snatching me from the jaws of 
ignorance into that warm and fuzzy place known as, 
“educated and in need of a good job to pay off the loans.” 
Lucky for me, I’ve heard they have openings for interns at 
the White House. 

I’ve met some great people here. I wouldn’t necessarily 
bring them home to meet mom, but that’s only because ’'m 
concerned with their well being. 

But seriously, I’ve enjoyed my stint at NECC. The com- 
mute was easy and the price of admission allowed me to 
have a few coins left in the pocket to hang out with the lint 
balls. And wonder of wonders, I actually learned some- 
thing. 

I’ve learned that the brain does start hurting when used 
academically for a long stretch of time and studying makes 
you smarter (I tried disproving this theory in high school to 
no great amount of success). 

I also learned if you are a little short of coins and need 
that Twinkie out of the vending machine in B-Building, you 
can make a prideless drop to your knees, brave the dust 
balls and cob webs, and usually can scout out a dime or 
quarter that got away. 

All this effort also tends to make the cream filling 
yummier. 

I'll probably miss this place, but not enough to have me 
running out, buying a NECC bumper sticker and slapping 
it on the old Ford. 

In the meantime I’m going to drink eggnog and find 
mistletoe victims. I’m going to sleep late and find a one 
legged nun walking a goat. Well, maybe not all of that, but 
I plan to enjoy the holidays and look forward to 1999. 

So, Happy Holidays to all and may your cup be full, but 
if your cup runneth over, buy a bigger bra. 
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ACROSS 


1 Mason of “The 
Goodbye Giri" 

7 “By me” 

12 Jane Austen 
novel 

16 “Outrageous!” 

19 Hindu e 
incarnation 

20 Pressure 

21 Times two 

22 Ethyl ending 

23 Small college 

2 league 

25 Brewsky buys 

27 Tested togs 

28 Trunk or 
vessel 

30 Getto 

31 String up 

33 Veronica of “Hill 
Street Blues” 

34 Tent tenant 

36 Off-course 

39 Crown material 

41 Most like 
Pinocchio 

42 Peloponnesian P 

43 One more time 

46 Corner 

47 Our window 
on the world 


50 

55 

56 Put up with 

58 Alias, initially 

59 Hellish place 

60 Sees to 

61 Plates of 
lizards 

64 Form, as a jury 

67 References 

68 Hungarian stew 

69 Extends 
a finger 

70 “Oh, — Beautiful 
Mornin’ ” 

71 Lurker under the 
bridge 

72 4x4 

73 Comparatively 
colorless 

74 Hawkeye's 
colleague 

77 Like a suit 
with a vest 


Bicycle 
84 O. Henry specialty 


ere ale, hen era 
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composer 

Fire 

Beginnings 

Up to date 
Charon’s river 
Made a 
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Song of the 
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Kind of whistle 
“He's — duck!” 
Nevada 

opener 

They often offer a 
DOB 

Rifle 

Benchmarks 

The last word 


DOWN 
1 It may 


2 Say so 
3 Shankar 


5 Not all thumbs 


Hot crime 
Conditions 
Pans’ partners 
“Respect”-ed 
singer 

Holler 

Open closing 
Ford between 
Henrys 

Poet Edwin 
Dadaist Ernst 
Sight from 
Chamonix 
Food formula 
Low-down joints 
Storm in 
Kuwait? 
Business mag. 
Activating, as a 
bomb 


34 Part maker 

35 China setting 
36 Woofer output 
37 Tory rival 

Gad about 

22.5 deg. 
Dweeb 

Not on the level 
Hollow rocks 


Fill beyond full 
Painting or 
sculpture 
Vegas line 
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Festive fete 
Scratches 
Foolhardy 

Midler of “The 
Rose” 

Unruffle feathers 
Bill of “The Price 
Is Right” 

Kate's sitcom 
partner 

“, a. away 
childish things”: 
1 Corinthians 


Night flier 
~ Place on piles 
“In 

‘Warn a la Lassie 


Part of Miss 
Muffet's meal 


Superior’s inferior 
Tadpole's “turf” 
Civil, for one 
Oedipus follower 
Leggy swimmers 
Came down 
Specks on 
a map 
Fit to be tied 
Comics’ Annie, 
forone | 
El — (fabled rich 
city)” ; 
Lover with a 
ladder 
Influenced 
Chin dimple 
Beach color 
Pee Wee of the 
Dodgers 
“Desert Fox” 
Rommel 
Norwegian 
port 
Junk e-mail 
Ms. Garr of 
“Mr. Mom” 
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ARIES: (March 21-April 20) Use 
all of the resources available to 
you. A family argument may take 
some extra attention to straighten 
out, with no serious fallouts. You 
may need to make some choices — 
between spending more quality 
time with family and friends, or 
advancing at work. 
TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 
ere seems to be some apparent 
f et, but it is of a healthy 
VP , and may yield some un- 
expected benefits in the form 
gt pew approaches to routine 
ituations. Don’t make hasty 
: decisions about financial 
matters until you know the whole story. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) You and your significant 
other may make a connection and the sense that you are 
growing closer will bring both of you joy. Success will be 
yours, even if it is of a low-key nature. You know you’ve 
made great strides, and soon the right people will notice. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) Try to take it easy this week. 
You have been going at a frantic pace, and it will start to 
catch up with you. Decisions made hastily may be flawed, 
so put off action until you have all the facts. 

LEO: (July 24 - Aug. 23) You will get ahead by working 
hard. Nothing less than your reputation is at stake, but no 
need to worry since your work is usually above reproach. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) Prosperity is an issue, so 
instead of whining, take action. Work a little harder and 
you'll be surprised at the financial results. A surge of 


inspiration will enable you to get through any potentially 
rough situations - clear all avenues of communication. 

LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) Use your clout to get some 
changes off the ground at work. Friends and co-workers 
can really come in handy now. You’re working for no less 
than the greater good of all involved - remember this. Don’t 
be taken in by careless flirting with someone new. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) Keeping your nose to the 
grindstone is admirable to a point, but you might make a 
better impression with superiors if your approach is more 
balanced. Learn to give some responsibilities to others if 
you are interested in a management position. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) You tend to keep your 
emotional distress to yourself, and this might not be for the 
best. Allow someone close to penetrate your defenses. Your 
beauty comes from within, and creates a glow that is 
obvious to others around you. Make plans carefully to 
assure a positive outcome. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) A little contemplation 
will get your week off on a calm and clear path. You are 
pleased with the results, but do want to improve your work. 
Allow troublesome obstacles to dissolve themself. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) Is your current relation- 
ship a little unbalanced? If so, playing the role too faithfully 
can bring resentment and boredom. Maybe a planned 
weekend pleasure trip is just what the doctor ordered. One 
or both of you may need to learn something new. Make 
peace with inevitable changes. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) When working on your 
financial plan for the future, avoid putting all your eggs in 
one basket. Anything which looks definite may not be 
beneficial in the end. Diversify investments and don’t 
expect to get rich overnight. 
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Upcoming Events for Spring 1999: 
International Festival 
Winterfest 
Snow-tubing 
Student Leadership Development Program 
Eating Fine in ’99 
Karaoke 
Aerobics 99 
Bowling Trip 
Spring Jam 


THE FLEET CENTER (Boston): 

Dec. 31 Aerosmith 
Feb. 3 Black Sabbath 
Feb. 28 Jimmy Buffet 
March 16. N Sync 
March 22 & 23 Rolling Stone & Goo Goo Dolls 

SOMERVILLE THEATRE (Somerville): 
Dec. 28 & 29 Maceo Parker 

CENTRUM CENTRE (Worcester): 

Jan. 2 Aerosmith 


1. “I’m Your Angel,” R. Kelly & Celine Dion. Jive. 

. “Nobody’s Supposed To Be Here,” Deborah Cox. Arista. 
. “Lately,” Divine. Pendulum. 

. “Doo Wop (That Thing),” Lauryn Hill. Ruffhouse. 

. “From This Moment On,” Shania Twain. Mercury 

. “Because Of You,” 98 Degrees. Motown. 

. “Love Like This,” Faith Evans. Bad Boy. 

. “Lullaby,” Shawn Mullins. SMG. 

“Baby One More Time,” Britney Spears. Jive. 

10. “Have You Ever?,” Brandy. Atlantic. 

11. “The First Night,” Monica. Arista. 

12. “Iris,” Goo Goo Dolls. Warner Sun. 

13. “This Kiss,” Faith Hill. Warner Bros. 

14. “Trippin’,” Total (feat. Missy Elliott). Bad Boy. 

15. “How Deep Is Your Love,” Dru Hill (feat. Redman). 

16. “Jumper,” Third Eye Blind. Elektra. 

17. “Save Tonight,” Eagle-Eye Cherry. WORK. 

18. “Hands,” Jewel. Atlantic. 

19. “One Week,” Barenaked Ladies. Reprise. 

20. “Thank U,” Alanis Morissette. Maverick. 
P eS 


1. “The CBS Sunday Movie: The Christmas Wish,” CBS 
2. “60 Minutes,” CBS 

3. “Touched by an Angel,” CBS, 

4. “NFL Monday Night Football: NY Giants at San Fran- 
cisco,” ABC 

5. “NYPD Blue,” ABC 

6. “Dateline NBC-Wednesday,” NBC 

7. “Friends,” NBC 

8. “ER,” NBC 

9. “20/20-Friday,” ABC 

10. “Frasier,” NBC 

10. “Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer,” CBS 

12. “Just Shoot Me,” NBC 

13. “Law and Order,” NBC 

14. “Everybody Loves Raymond,” CBS 

15. “The Sears Family Theater: Forrest Gump,” ABC 
16. “Home Improvement,” ABC 

16. “The X-Files,” Fox 

18. “Dateline NBC-Monday,” NBC 

19. “The NFL Monday Showcase,” ABC homes. 

20. “The CBS Tuesday Movie: Before He Wakes,” CBS 
20. “Walker, Texas Ranger,” CBS 


OO BOE 
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Teams surpass expectations 


@ Improvement still 
needed during 
winter break, 
however 


By TODD HART 
Sports Editor 


espite under .500 records 
D the men’s and women’s 

basketball teams both have 
surpassed earlier expectations. 

Although the women’s record 
is 1—4, it has not been a reflection 
of how the team has played. 

Both coach and players have 
remained optimistic about the 
team’s chances. 

What is fueling this optimism 
is the attitude, talent and hustle 
the team has displayed since the 
start of the season. 

“There is definitely no lack of 
hustle,” coach Andrew Pittington 
said. “The attitude of the team is 
positive as well. There are no nega- 
tive personalities.” 

Pittington said with time and 
work on the little things, the team 
will be tough to handle in the 
second half of the season which 
starts in January. 

“We are just one or two stitches 
away from pulling this team to- 
gether,” he said. 

One of the reasons Pittington 
said the team may be playing so 
poorly has been the fact that the 
team as a whole had a late start. 

“We had many late additions 
to the team,” he said. “The talent 
is here, but we are inexperienced 
as a team.” 

That inexperience showed in 
the team’s two losses against 
Newbury College and Harvard’s 
Junior Varsity team. 

Against Harvard, NECC was 
overpowered and overmatched 
falling by a score of 76-25. Despite 
the lopsided score, NECC had some 
bright spots in the loss. 

Danielle Scanlan played strong 
in the losing effort, scoring 10 
points and grabbing 13 rebounds. 
The team also had some strong 
defensive moments, including 
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GOING UP: Players reach for the sky in a scrimmage at the Sports 


and Fitness Center. 


shutting out Harvard for an eight 
minute stretch. 

The Knights did not have much 
better luck earlier on as they fell 
to Newbury College, 74-39. 

Demaris Guemero was the 
team’s leading scorer with nine 
points while pulling down eight 
boards. Viki Pierce, Elizabeth 
Donovan and Scanlan each 
chipped in eight points, with 
Donovan and Scanlan adding eight 
rebounds as well. 

Pittington said the team will 
look to improve on a few things 
during the semester break. 

The team will work on offen- 
sive execution and getting open 
shots at the basket. 

“The three-week stretch dur- 
ing the break will give us the 
opportunity to work on things,” 
he said. “It will give us time to 
catch up with the rest of our divi- 
sion.” 

Another area will be getting 
the team to operate as a unit. 

“Tt has been hard to all practice 


This Budd’s for the 


@ Angler finds 

himself a big fish in 
a small pond in the 
basketball program 


By TODD HART 
Sports Editor 


ust a few months ago Harry 

Budd was unsure of what he 

would be doing. 

But now as a key member of 
the NECC men’s basketball team 
Budd’s future is set firmly in sight. 

At first Budd had no plans for 
college despite interest from both 
NECC and Endicott College. 

But after meeting assistant 
coach Barren Stratton, he changed 
his is mind about NECC. 


“T talked with Darren and he 
introduced me to some of the other 
players, and I knew I should play 
here,” Budd said. 

In just a couple of games, Budd 
has established himself both de- 
fensively and under the boards. 

“Tam stronger defensively and 
as arebounder,” he said. “I’ve never 
really been a scorer.” 

Free throws are Budd’s biggest 
problem area, he admits. 

“We do quite a bit of free-throw 
shooting as a team each day, but I 
really need to work on my shot 
individually as well,” he said. 

Budd will be looked upon to 
make a large contribution to the 
team not only on the court but 
also as a team leader. 

“T can just hope to contribute 
by doing the little things that help 


together,” Pierce said. “But I think 
we are starting to work together.” 
“We all have individual talents, 
but we need to learn to work as a 
unit,” Scanlan said. 
The men, at 3-5, are already 


leaps and. bounds ahead of where °. 


they were last year. 

But players and coaches said a 
lot of work still needs to be done 
on their team. 

Coach Darren Stratton said the 
team has four key elements they 
must work on for the second half. 

“We definitely need better of 
fensive execution,” he said. “Our 
shot selection is another weak area 
for us.” 

Defensively, the team will look 
to improve their transitional de- 
fense and defensive rebounding. 

Missed opportunities were the 
story against Hesser as NECC lost 
a hard fought game, 88-69. 

“The score was not indicative 
of the game,” Stratton said. “This 
team played really well all game; 
they played their hearts out.” 


“It’s tough because we know 
we can play with any team,” Jessie 
Martin said. 

Henry Evans was the leading 
scorer for the Knights with 15 
points while Dan Baker added 13. 

Tim Carroll had a strong all- 
around game with 12 points and 
eight rebounds. 

The night before NECC came 
out flat and fell hard to North 
Shore Community College, 77-57. 

North Shore started the game 
with a 20-4 run, but the Knights 
were able to close the lead to eight 
points at halftime. 

The second half was a disaster 
as NECC fell apart, giving North 
Shore two and three shot opportu- 
nities to their one. 

“We missed a lot of easy shots 
that cost us the game,” Stratton 
said. 

Evans continued his strong play 
netting 16 points and starring 
defensively along with Carroll, 
holding one of the region’s top 
scoring players to 20 points. 

Another bright spot was the 
play of Rafael Delgado who scored 
10 points to go with 11 rebounds. 

“We haven’t played bad, but we 
are a long way from where we 
should be,” Carroll said. “We need 
to start working as a unit.” 

The Knights performed well 
against Manchester Community 
Technical College, pulling out an 
important 85-82 win. 

Although the Knights had an 
18 point halftime lead, Manches- 
ter roared back and took a 10 
point lead in the second half. 

Evans responded to the pres- 
sure with two key three-pointers 
to close the deficit. 

Harry Budd and Arty Hazzard 
also hit three big free throws com- 
bined to help pull out the win. 

Hazzard had his best game of 
the season with 18 points while 
Evans and Baker chipped in with 
17 and 15 points respectively. 

Budd played well all-around 
with 14 points and 10 rebounds. 

“We definitely haven’t played 
to our team potential,” Hazzard 
said. “We have a lot of chemistry, 
we just have to find the right 
combination.” 


Knights hoop team 


the team,” Budd said. 

Budd believes the team can still 
make the playoffs. 

“L really think we have a squad 
that can be competitive in the 
regionals,” he said. 

Budd credits his positive out- 
look to a junior varsity coach at 
Triton by the name of Tim Connel. 

“He taught me a lot of things 
and always told me to keep my 
head up,” Budd said. 

Budd is also willing to help his 
teammates. 

“Without anybody even asking 
him Harry started to stay after 
practice to help me with my shoot- 
ing,” said Jessie Martin. “A lot of 
guys wouldn’t do that.” 

Budd also produces off court. 

“Harry seems to be very consci- 
entious about doing well in his 


classes,” head coach Dick Steele 
said. “He is taking steps to make 
sure he succeeds.” 

Budd, a business transfer stu- 
dent, wants to someday own his 
own construction business. 

“If I wasn’t in school right now 
I would be doing carpentry and 
construction,” he said. 

Steele and Budd’s teammates 
are glad he chose NECC. 

“He has a good head on his 
shoulders and is a great asset to 
the school and program,” Steele 
said. 

Joe Tufts agreed. “Harry is a 
real good kid, especially off the 
court, and is always working hard.” 

Outside of school, Budd enjoys 
fishing. “My grandfather got me 
interested in the sport, and it is 
just a great way to relax,” he said. 


Boston sports 
on the skids 


@ Bean Town beat 
becoming stale, but 
Bruins not baked 
yet 


at has become of the 
Boston sports scene? A 
sports scene so rich in 


history and tradition has now be- 
come second rate. 

The Celtics, who looked to be 
one of the promising young teams 
in the league this season haven’t 
even touched the basketball court. 

With no end in sight for the 
lockout, some basketball fans may 
be forced to watch the CBA or 
USBL to get their fill of hoops. 

The Red Sox, after their disap- 
pointing showing in the playoffs, 
declined to give Mo Vaughn the 
money he deserved and he left for 
the highest bidder. 

Then “Danny Boy” Duquette 
and the Red Sox brass showed just 
how little ambition they had and 
let every power hitting free agent 
slip through their hands. 

But, fear not Sox fans, the team 
was able to sign feared slugger 
Jose “Make Me Any Offer Man,” 
and Mark “I Was Good For One 
Year In San Francisco” Portugal. 

I guess the Sox were losing too 
much money on baseballs every 
time Mo hit one out so they de- 
cided to keep as many in the 
ballpark as they could next year. 

And now to the Patriots, the 
suddenly hot team, has had three 
wins in a row and fans and experts 
alike are talking as if they are one 
of the league’s elite teams. 

Aren’t these the same people 
who just four weeks ago were 
asking for coach Pete Carroll’s head 
ona silver platter and were throw- 
ing in the towel on the Pats. 

With two lucky wins in Miami 
and Buffalo and an admirable win 
in Pittsburgh, fans are now talk- 
ing Superbowl about a team which 
will probably not even make the 
playoffs this season. 

The only saving grace for this 
year’s Boston sports may be the 
almighty Bruins, who have been 
impressive so far this season. 

Players like goalie Byron Dafoe, 
leading scorer Dimitri Khristich 
and last year’s surprise rookie of 
the year, left winger Sergei 
Samsonov have made the B’s a 
tough team to beat. 

If you want a good game for 
cheap money, check out the local 
Major Indoor Lacrosse team, the 
Boston Blazers. With cheap tick- 
ets you'll find just as much excite- 
ment as any other major sport in 
town. 

Send any comment or questions to 
Todd Hart by email at 
bigtodd_75@yahoo.com 
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Bledsoe and Pats in top form 


@ Broken index finger is 
no indication of the 
direction of New 


England’s season 


By NATHAN SCOTT 
Staff Reporter 


he Patriots had not. won in Three 

- Rivers Stadium since 1986. Demoral- 

-izing the Steelers recently in Pitts- 

burgh finally put an end to that, and kept 
the Patriots back in the playoff hunt. 

Drew Bledsoe, long-criticized for not be- 
ing able to win big games finally has shown 
his true colors despite the tough loss to the 
St. Louis Rams. In fact, the loss against the 
Rams was so disastrous for the Pats, many 
are now looking toward next season. 

With the loss of Terry Glenn and Todd 
Collins, making the playoffs seems more 
difficult. New England’s wins over Miami 
and Buffalo were two of the most dramatic 
wins in Patriots history. 

ABC’s Monday Night Football Nov. 23 
flared onto screens across the nation with 
one of the AFC’s most heated rivalries. 

As it turned out, this was a game for the 
ages. For almost the entire game, the lead 
fluctuated — primarily being in the hands 
of Dan Marino and the Dolphins. 

_ The Patriots were trailing 23-19 with 
‘under three minutes to play in the fourth 
quarter. Patriot fan or not, anyone watch- 
_ing the game saw a season hanging in the 
‘balance. 

New England would have no chance to 

__ Make the playoffs with a loss. 
_ Getting the football at their own 20, 
Bledsoe orchestrated an 80-yard drive that 


resulted in a 25-yard touchdown catch by 
Shawn Jefferson. 

Near the end of the drive, Bledsoe frac- 
tured his index finger on the helmet of a 
Miami lineman. Despite the pain, Bledsoe 
decided to keep himself in the game, and 
launched the game-winning touchdown. 

Bledsoe flailed his long arms into the air 
in an uncharacteristically emotional fever. 
Foxboro erupted, and a season was saved. 
Temporarily. 

This joy was somewhat short-lived. Buf- 
falo was coming to town, and the Patriots 
were considered five-point underdogs. Time 
to eat some Flutie Flakes? Not this time. 

Still playing with a broken finger, Bledsoe 
found himself battling up the field, trailing 
21-17 with six seconds left. 

In what many consider a desperation 
throw, Bledsoe heaved a pass to wide re- 
ceiver Terry Glenn in the end zone which 
fell incomplete. Everybody thought the sea- 
son was over, but a flag was thrown for pass 
interference. 

Foxboro’s decibel level reached new 
heights, and so did Buffalo players, jump- 
ing off their seats at the call. 

Hail Mary passes rarely draw pass inter- 
ference calls, and Buffalo felt they had a 
right to be angry. Some felt Glenn was 
pushed. 

In any case, the play gave New England 
one last shot from the one-yard line with no 
time left. 

Bledsoe found his most trusted receiver, 
tight end Ben Coates in the far side of the 
end. zone, for the New England win. 

Everyone went crazy, including the Bills. 
They refused to lineup for the extra point, 
and Adam Vinatieri ran it in for a two-point 
conversion. 

To Patriots fans, it was an electrifying 


AP photo/Winslow Townson 
LAYING DOWN THE LAW: Ty Law 
leads the AFC in interceptions with eight. 


win, with a heroic effort by Bledsoe. Still, 
they had barely escaped defeat. 

“Tt’s definitely rejuvenating. A lot of fans 
had jumped off the bandwagon, and it’s 
good to see the team back in it,” said 
student Joe Keating. 

-When New England traveled to Pitts- 
burgh, both teams were 7-5, and a win 
would make any potential wild card battle 
much easier. 

But neither the Steelers nor the Patriots 
were able to get it together and both teams 


were unable to finish drives. 

Pittsburgh seemed a far cry from the 
“steel trap” last year. On second and nine 
from their own 14, Bledsoe threw to Glenn 
at the 45, and Glenn ran it in — his speed 
unmatched. 

Bledsoe had waited just long enough to 
get it right. He took one for the team, 
getting heavily mauled after he let the ball 
go. 
In the third quarter the Pats had it 4th 
and 27 from their own two yard line. Tom 
Tupa got offa 63-yard punt, and the Steelers 
couldn’t bring it back. 

A four-yard run into the end zone by 
Robert Edwards, and a Vinatieri field goal 
brought the score to 23-9 in favor of New 
England. 

Despite losing Ted Johnson and Willie 
McGinest to injuries, the Pats stopped 
Kordell Stewart, and Jerome "the Bus" Bettis, 
and the Patriots improved their record to 8- 
3. 

One thing can never be taken away from 


_New England. As a team, the Patriots rallied 


in the past three games to save a faltering 
season showing more heart, and resolve all 
the time. 

“Tt’s time for the Pats to get serious. 
There are some big games coming up, and 
with Johnson and McGinest out, they'll 
have to play their best,” said student John 
Dyson. 

Unfortunately, the Pats were not at their 
best against the Rams. Wins against San 
Francisco and the Jets could secure a wild 
card spot. Basically, a win against San Fran- 
cisco and an Oilers loss would clinch us a 
spot. 

Three season savers, the last at Three 
Rivers Stadium, could be an omen. Or the 
Rams game could be. 


Wrestling: America’s favorite pastime? 


@ Two networks vie 
with crazy antics, 
shenanigans 


By VINNY TITONE 
Staff Reporter 


end is officially over. For more 

than two million Americans, it 
is time to watch wrestling. 

Professional wrestling has be- 
come the most popular sport in 
America. 

The days of groups gathering 
to watch Monday Night Football 
have been replaced by WCW Mon- 
day Nitro and WWE Raw. 

Between 8 and 11 p.m. some 
two million are split between the 
two offerings on the TNT and USA 
networks. 

TNT, the host of Nitro, runs 
from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. The war for 
more viewers starts at 9 p.m., when 
Raw starts on USA. 

Evidence of the group gather- 
ings can be seen by the WCW 
sponsored Nitro party packs. View- 
ers submit their videotapes oftheir 
Nitro Parties and Mean Gene and 
the Nitro Girls will come to your 
house if you win the grand prize. 

The question remains why so 
many people watch if the matches 
are fake. 

“just pretend it’s real, it makes 


I t’s Monday night and the week 


it a lot better,” former NECC stu- 
dent Carl Gudowski said. 

Not only that, but it has been 
declared a soap opera for men. 

They keep you wondering 
what’s going to happen next, like 
“General Hospital,” “All My Chil- 
dren” and “Dawson’s Creek.” 

Most importantly it is the su- 
perstars that keep the shows go- 
ing. Today’s stars and plots are a 
far cry from those in the 1980s. 

Back in those days there would 
be arivalry, and it would be settled 
at a much-hyped pay-per-view. 
Then the athletes would move on. 

The big stars included Hulk 
Hogan, Ultimate Warrior, Ric Flair, 
Sting, among others. 

Sting is still wrestling, whereas 
Hogan has retired, Flair’s so old he 
should, and no one cares about 
the Warrior. 

Some of the older starts have 
been replaced by more contempo- 
rary superstars. 

“The new stars are more in 
touch with today’s fans and what 
they like to see and hear,” former 
NECC student Joel Rivera said. 

No athlete is more popular to- 
day than Stone Cold Steve Austin, 
the former WWE champion, who 
sells more merchandise than any 
other wrestler in history. Even 
Hulk Hogan couldn’t compete with 
his sales. 

The Hulkster may have had a 
few shirts, but Austin has every- 


thing from baseball jerseys to his 
own website. 

He became extremely popular 
after his wars with WWE owner 
Vince McMahon and his “I don't 
care attitude.” His attitude is dis- 
played every week on Raw in 
Austin’s heated feud with Vince 
McMahon, owner of the WWE. 

In a recent TV Guide interview, 
WCW President Eric Bischoff let it 
be known that he fired Austin 
because Austin had a bad attitude 
and history of injuries. 

Every fan enjoys when Austin 
comes out and curses out 
McMahon or anyone else he does 
not like in a scene that is totally 
ad-libbed. 

However, the WWF lacks in 
wrestlers, which results in drawn- 
out, repetitive rivalries. 

However, the WWE is daring. 
They perform high-risk maneu- 
vers, constantly slamming chairs 
over peoples' heads among other 
things. 

Recently, The Undertaker and 
Austin exchanged shovel shots to 
the skull. 

That’s were their rival WCW 
lacks. They have plenty of top- 
notch wrestlers, but they are 
scared of blood. 

“WCW has the better wrestlers, 
but they don’t push it to the edge 
like WWE. That’s why more people 
watch Raw, because they give the 
fans danger and excitement,” stu- 


dent Paul Grow said. 

WCW’s marketing lies in pure 
talent, most of which made their 
names in WWF before leaving for 
better money. 

Among those are Kevin Nash 
and Scott Hall who formed the 
New World Order three years ago 
with Hogan. 

Since then the NWO has split 
into two groups and an offshoot 
called the Latino World Order. 


The black and white, now led | 


by Scott Steiner also includes pro 
wrestling’s biggest athlete The 
Giant (7-feet 4-inches tall, 550 
pounds), Stevie Ray, and more. 

The other is the red and black 
Wolfpack is led by Kevin Nash an 
includes Sting, Lex Luger, and 
Konnan. 

Wolfpack shirts are everywhere 
because they are most in touch 
with fans, a quality Nash (Diesel in 
WWF) took from his former orga- 
nization. Konnan comes out and 
recites sayings from rapper Mas- 
ter P like, “Bout It, Bout It, and 
Rowdy, Rowdy” to get the crowd 
going. 

Their entrance music is even a 
rap song, and Konnan has his own 
rap music video. 

Of course the most popular 
superstar in WCW is Bill Goldberg. 
The WCW Champion has risen to 
stardom because of his sheer in- 
tensity. 

He won the belt from Hogan in 


July after less than a year in the 
sport. 

What both promotions do have 
in common are beautiful women. 
The WCW has the Nitro Girls, a 
group of dancers who perform to 
dance music. Unlike WWE they 
don’t reveal their bodies. 

The most popular woman in 
wrestling is WWF's Sable, a volup- 
tuous blond who is almost every 
fans’ fantasy. During one pay-per- 
view she was to have a bikini 
contest with Jacqueline. 

She came out wearing a snirt, 
and when she took it off she had 
no top on, just handprints painted 
over her breasts. 

At the next pay-per-view titled 
“Rock Bottom” Jeff Jarrett’s man- 
ager Debra McMichael will have to 
strip if he loses to Golddust. 

Wrestling’s popularity has 
grown immensely. They have done 
biographies on it on A & E, and 
Fox. In both they reveal all the 
secrets yet people watch it and 
basically ignore that it is fake. 

”Nobody wants to acknowledge 
it’s fake because it takes the fun 
out; people would rather enjoy it 
and let it be fake,” said student 
Bernie Provencher. 


It doesn't look like wrestling 
will die as long as there are fans 
who like violent entertainment, 
and escape from reality for three 
hours on a Monday. 
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Business Professor Frank Leary, playing Santa, sings Christmas Carols with students. 


o, ho, ho 
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POPULAR EVENT: Students and staff 
enjoy a holiday feast representing several 
faiths and nationalities, top. Student 
Marjorie Blair reads from “Christmas 
Bells” in the Student Center lounge. 


and 


® Multi-cultural holiday 
traditions deck the halls 
at student center 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Contributing Editor 


he balmy spring-like temperatures 
gave way to typical December chill in 
time for NECC’s second Seasonal Cel- 
ebration at the student center. 

Sponsored by the student activities de- 
partment, the event celebrated holidays 
from various ethnic and cultural traditions 
with food, entertainment and tri-fold dis- 
plays and information on the history of 
African-American Kwanzaa, Jewish 
Chanukah, Chinese/Japanese/Vietnam New 
Year, Caribbean Three Kings, Yule and Christ- 
mas. 

“We expanded the celebration to in- 
clude more religious and cultural festivities 
of the community,” said Dina Brown, stu- 
dent activities coordinator. 

Foods such as wantons, lo mein, latkes, 
complete with sour cream and applesauce, 
Sengalese sugar cookies, ginger bread with 
whipped cream and Hispanic sweet rice 
pudding tempted students, faculty and staff 
as they entered the student center. 

The multi-cultural theme was reflected 
in the entertainment program under the 
direction of Frank DeSarro. Guests were 
encouraged to sample the edibles along 
with eggnog and punch before joining in 
singing holiday favorites such as “Deck the 
Halls” and “Jingle Bells.” 

A short reading by student Veronica 
Holmes outlined the history ofthe Kwanzaa 
celebration which is based on seven prin- 
ciples of unity for family, community, na- 
tion and race. 

Abrief fashion show of holiday ensembles 
brought on cheers from the crowd as stu- 
dent Gazelle Aran and staff members Pat 
Rose and Carmen Berrios modeled elegant 
evening wear. 

Soloist Anisa Branconnier sang “We 
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REINDEER & WISE MAN: Observer 
staffer Camille Ducey enjoys a snack with 
Student Senator Rick Spencer at NECC’s 
Seasonal Celebration. ~~, 
Three Kings” as students Manuel Tejada, 
Rick Spencer and Arthur Lafave processed 
into the center dressed as the biblical kings 
who brought gifts of gold, myrrh and frank- 
incense to the baby Jesus. 

Tejada gave a short description of the 
Hispanic tradition of the celebration of the 
“Magi” in his native Dominican Republic. 

Other attractions included a Chanukah 
poem by Judith Kamber, a dreidel song 
presented by Lise Simring, Brown, Jolanta 
Gillis and Wendy Schaffer, and a reading of 
“Christmas Bells” by Marjorie Blair before 
the crowd joined in for the finale of “Auld 
Lang Syne.” 

Approximately 150 people joined in the 
festivities between 3 and 5 p.m, a signifi- 
cant increase from the attendance from the 
previous year. 

“I think it was a combination of the 
increased faculty support, the advertising 
around campus and our efforts,” Brown 
said. 

“I feel my goal was accomplished. | 
wanted faculty, staff and students to have 
an opportunity to meet and socialize. It was 
a neat environment. People are already 
giving me ideas for next year. It’s becoming 
a tradition.” ite 


